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INTRODUCING ISLAM By J. Christy Wil- 
son. Published by Friendship Press, 156 
Fifth Avenue, New York City 10. 64 pages. 
60¢. 


THE CHRISTIAN MESSAGE TO ISLAM By 
J. Christy Wilson. Published by Fleming 
H. Revell Company, 158 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City 10. 189 pages. $2.25. 


These two new books on Islam will 
be a valuable addition to the library 
of anyone contemplating missionary 
work in Moslem lands and will be an 
inspiration to every Christian stu- 
dent. They are written in nontech- 
nical language with foreign words 
and phrases kept at a minimum. 
Though the reader will detect a keen 
appreciation of the tremendous scope 
and great achievements of Islam, the 
author’s evangelistic zeal and confi- 
dence in the power of Christ to meet 
the challenge of Mohammed will stim. 
ulate and encourage him to pray and 
give and go that the gospel may be 
preached throughout Islam. 


Dr. Wilson has spent twenty years 
as a missionary in Iran and during 
his time there he identified himself 
with the people, became thoroughly 
familiar with their way of life and 
thought. He mastered Persian and 
has written three works in that lan- 
guage. He has traveled through other 
Moslem lands and from time to time 

(Continued on page 16, column 1) 
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E Should a Christian in service be outspoken in 
his witness—or is it enough if his life speaks? 


BY CAPT. CLEO W. BUXTON 


| ‘. “c.1.” has not already become a part of your 
daily routine, there is a good possibility that it will 
very shortly. As you pass through endless “G.I.” 
lines, they will throw “G.I.” clothes at you, you will 
eat “G.I.” chow. “G.I.” can mean lots of things, 
. but in the service it means “government issue.” You 
will even be called a “G.I.” yourself and live with 
other “G.I.’s.” And you will get a “G.I.” education 
which will include many things and all prefaced with 
these two little letters “G.I.” 
How you take this “rough and ready” education 
r depends on you and what you believe. 
I spent nearly four years in Uncle Sam’s Univer- 
sity and have now returned at his request for a post- 
| graduate course. In contrasting what I did when I 
| entered the service the first time with this present 
donning of Army olive-drab, I see some things that 
may be interesting to you as you are confronted with 
the armed services. As a result of my past experience 
I believe I have a keener insight into how much one’s 
conduct counts, and on entering the service this time 
I have tried not to repeat my previous mistakes. 
The basis and principal assumption of all this is 
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time he is executive officer of the R.O.T.C. at 
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that we are “soldiers of Jesus Christ,” a fact which 
supersedes even our allegiance to the United States. 

As a “soldier of Jesus Christ” I entered the service 
the first time with the philosophy that “I would live 
my Christianity, and others would see it, and my 
life would speak so loudly that I wouldn’t have to 
talk.” I was quite convinced that this was the best 
plan, but as I look back I realize the real situation— 
that I was afraid to do anything else and did not 
have enough confidence in my Commander, Jesus 
Christ, to speak forth for Him. If you are talking 
down the spoken-witness angle, examine your motives 
honestly to see if your main difficulty is not that 
you are afraid and ashamed of Christ. 

I received a reward in the service commensurate 
with my philosophy of living. The men knew I did 
not smoke or drink. In fact, I think many of them 
were frankly puzzled as to what on earth I did do. 
A negative philosophy will never save sinners. When 
I left the first company of which I was a member, 
my company commander said to me, “I have heard 
of Christians but I never met one until I met you.” 
Actually this was a rebuke, for I had never made an 
attempt to tell my C.O. what Christ meant to me. 

I was not shaken out of my “just living as a Chris- 
tian” until several days of combat had passed. The 
word was sent up to me that one of my men was 
dying and was asking for me. The fire was heavy, 
and I didn’t feel I should leave my men to go to this 
one man. The messenger finally said, “He wants 
you to pray for him. Won’t you please come?” 
That hit me. Apparently I had acted enough like a 
Christian to make him believe I could help. So I 
made my way back some yards to the wounded man. 
He was deep in shock, and I could see that he was 
about to die. He could say nothing but “Pray” over 
and over. I did pray, but he soon slipped out— 
where I do not know. 

I prayed for that dying man that moment, but I 
prayed something different, too. I prayed that God 
would forgive my lackadaisical attitude and my pride 
in thinking that all I had to do was live a “good life.” 

As soon as a lull came in the battle and I had an 





opportunity to call my men together, I told them 
what I believed—how Jesus Christ had died for each 
one of them and what He meant to me, and how | 
had failed them up to this point. I told them that I 
would not harass them by talking about it all the 
time, but if they wanted to pray or find out what the 
Scriptures said, I would be glad to talk or pray with 
them. This was the beginning of a very fruitful time. 
We had Bible studies together, and a number of men 
accepted Christ as their Saviour. 


I had learned the hard way. Thereafter when I 
was assigned to a new unit I made it a habit at my 
first occasion to call my men together to tell them 
what I believed. I let them know it was my greatest 
desire to help them before the heat of battle came, 
when—busy with the duties involving the whole unit 
—I would not be able to help. 


When I entered the service this time, I made it 
the primary requirement for myself that the men 
who were with me would know that I was a Chris- 
tian. I did not go knocking on doors to tell them; 
but I found that there are plenty of “bull sessions” 
when what we did before being called back in came 
up for discussion. Here is the opportunity. It’s 
possible to avoid the issue by talking in generalities, 
but I found that the most expeditious thing is to 
state quite frankly and sometimes even bluntly what 
you are living for. Your statement is bound to be 
followed by a hush in which everyone looks a little 
amazed and even embarrassed, but if you follow it 
up with some such remark as, “I don’t know what I 
would have done without Jesus Christ as my guide,” 
people will be interested. The discussion on my first 
three nights in the barracks during my present term 
of service lasted until after midnight as I explained 
what a Christian is and what it means to be one. 
Never before have I had such opportunities to wit- 
ness with real freedom and to such attentive ques- 
tioners. 

One other of my excuses should be mentioned— 
another conscience-salve which allowed me to remain 
silent about my Lord—namely, that I might turn out 
to be a poor soldier and thus bring disrepute on His 
name. Although I believe that I was somewhat hon- 
est in this, it was also just plain laziness on my part 
and a real stratagem of the devil. I found as time 
went on that, when I aligned myself on the Christian 
side, I was “on the spot.” Men looked at me, and 
I was never allowed to forget that they judged what 
a Christian was by what I was and how I acted. 
How many times in Italy when I became so tired of 
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fighting and war, constantly crawling up one side 
of the mountain and fighting down the other, I 
would see a house alone on the mountainside and 
wish that I could go there and just lie down and 
rest. Then I’d remember, “A Christian would never 
do that.” There was no way out. I had to go on. 

Also when the shelling got hot or the bullets were 
flying thick and fast, my reaction was to freeze down 
behind a wall or ditch, but the thought that “a 
Christian would never do that” gave me the impetus 
to move and to lead others to move when they, too, 
were afraid. 

Thus I believe that I can advise from actual expe- 
rience in the service—put yourself on record as a 
Christian, and it will make you a better service man. 


It means that you can’t cut into the chow line. 
It means that you aren’t always looking out for your- 
self first. It means keeping that rifle spotlessly clean 
or doing that task of yours just a little better than 
anyone else. God enjoins this, too, in Colossians 
3:23-24: “And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, 
as to the Lord, and not unto men; knowing that 
of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inher- 
itance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.” 


In the service your problems in regard to your 
spiritual life will be just like those of your life at 
university. Only more so. It will be hard to find a 
period for the Quiet Time. Reveille comes so early, 
and you are too tired at night. You most likely will 
find that thirty or more men in the same room with 
you are not conducive to quiet. I found the noon 
hour one of the best times to get alone with God in 
garrison. If you want a quiet place early in the 
morning, the company day room is one of the best. 
If it is fair weather usually just a short walk will 
take you to a chapel or to a woods where you can 
be alone with God for the time which will set the 
tenor for your whole day. There has been much 
discussion over what position you should assume in 
praying while in a barracks. I believe that the best 
principle is to be as unobtrusive as possible in carry- 
ing out your communion with God. I believe that 
bowing your head for grace before meals is expected 
of you as a Christian, but I am not sure that long 
periods spent on your knees in prayer beside your 
bunk is. I have known too many instances when this 
was considered only a parade of one’s Christianity. 
My personal solution was to lie on my bed and with 
head down talk to the Lord. Then I visited the 
prayer room which almost all chapels have when I 
wished to kneel and pray for longer periods. Men 
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CNF SUMMER CONFERENCE 

The dates of the fourth annual conference of 
Christian Nurses Fellowship are August 6-12; the 
site is the same as last year—Mission Farms on 
Medicine Lake near Minneapolis. The cost, in- 
cluding room and board, is $15 plus $3 registra- 
tion fee. Registrations should be sent promptly 
to CNF National, 1444 North Astor, Chicago 10. 





tend to be repelled if you seem to be putting on an 
act. They will soon make it very uncomfortable for 
you and perhaps completely neutralize your witness 
if they feel you are a sham. 

Your personal attitude toward the service will be 
one of your greatest testimonies to your Christian 
life. I must confess that I am greatly alarmed at the 
many people who wish only for a “good deal.” I 
have not found over five persons in the last year 
who seemed to look forward to making a contribu- 
tion in combat or wherever the service might send 
them to face hazards. The great tragedy has been 
that many Christians are falling all over each other 
trying to get a “privileged position.” To me it is a 
denial of all that Romans 8:28 teaches us. If you 
come into the service, believe with all your heart 
that God has a real place for you and don’t look for 
the softest little job you can find. America was never 
built on that philosophy, and it will not stay strong 
on it either. If we believe that God has a plan for 
our lives, we need not fear, for He will “do abun- 
dantly above all that we ask or think.” The service 
is not a place to “mark time,” but right now it is 
God’s greatest mission field for you. 

Your fellowship in the service will be another 
problem. There won’t be a nice little Inter-Varsity 
clique whose members always say the right thing and 
never do anything wrong. Rather there will be some 
pretty tough characters who will do things you didn’t 
even know existed. They will come home to the bar- 
racks at night, or should I say morning, after long 
hours of worshiping at Bacchus’ altar and insist on 
telling you all about the night’s fun when you are 
interested in nothing but sleep. Such a situation will 
put your Christian love to the severest test, and you 
will come out of it either a misfit or a “regular joe.” 
It has been interesting to note that the worst sinners 
often make the finest and most energetic Christians. 
Be a true friend, not just one who looks down his 
nose every time the boys have too many. That’s the 
only life they know, and unless you lead them to 
something better by what you say and do, you have 
no right to complain. It is only by the grace of God 

(Continued on page 8, column 1) 












This article can help make 
your personal study of the Bible 


more fruitful 


HELPS TO 

EFFECTIVE 
RY C.COLENAN LUCK PRU 

STUDY 


Mass WHO acknowledge the Bible to be God’s in- 
spired Word have never realized the importance of 
real study of the Bible. “Study to shew thyself ap- 
proved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (II 
Timothy 2:15). This and many other verses* speak 
of something far more than merely reading the 
Bible, commendable as that may be. Time and again 
such words as study, meditate, compare, are used. 

You may believe the Bible to be true, you may 
regularly read a portion of Scripture, and yet you 
may be failing utterly to get the spiritual nourish- 
ment from God’s Word that you vitally need. 


Many people never read the Bible. Thank God 
for those who do and who make it a perpetual best 
seller. But it is very easy to read the Bible carelessly. 
D. L. Moody used to say that some people read the 
Bible the way he used to hoe corn. At the close of 
day he would have to drive a little peg in the ground 
to show where he had stopped getting the weeds out; 
otherwise, he would never be able to tell where to 
begin the next day! If the bookmark were lost from 
the Bible, some Christians would not be able to find 
the place where they stopped the day before. 





*See John 5:39; Joshua 1:8; Psalm 1:2; Hebrews 5:11-14; 
James 1:18-22; I Peter 2:2, for example. 


a 


Do you want to increase your knowledge of God’s 
Word? Then remember: “Knowledge . . . presup- 
poses very much more than reading; it calls for 
study . . . Bible study involves hard work, because 
it demands thought. It cannot be accomplished by 
reading only. Bible reading is not Bible study” 
(W. H. Griffith-Thomas). A thorough Bible student 
of our own generation, Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, has 
well said: “Simply reading your Bible does not 
mean you are getting spiritual nourishment. Believ- 
ing the Bible is not a synonym for feeding on the 
Word. Bible study is the study of the Bible, not 
dreaming over it, or arguing about it, or defend- 
ing it.” 

Not only is Bible study important because God 
commands it but also because it is necessary if you 
are to be a fruitful Christian. The Lord Jesus Christ 
said: “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done 
unto you. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye 
bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples” (John 
15:7-8). The Lord’s Word cannot abide in us unless 
we first study it and hide it in our hearts (Psalm 
119:11). “I never saw a fruit-bearing Christian who 
was not a student of the Bible. If a man neglects 
his Bible, he may pray and ask God to use him in 
His work; but God cannot make use of him, for 
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there is not much for the Holy Ghost to work upon. 
We must have the Word itself, which is sharper than 
any two-edged sword” (D. L. Moody). 

Bible study is also necessary for fellowship with 
God. The Bible is God’s Word (II Timothy 3:16-17), 
and as we study it God speaks to us. Dr. W. H. 
Griffith-Thomas, one of the outstanding expositors 
of England during the past generation, has expressed 
the essence of this truth in these cogent words: 
“Bible study above all else is intended to bring and 
keep the soul in direct contact with God. The highest 
privilege and holiest possibility of the Christian re- 
ligion is fellowship with God in Christ and this is 
absolutely impossible apart from constant devotional 
dealings with the Word of God.” 

Many do not study the Bible simply because they 
do not know how. So a few suggestions are in order. 
The student should remember that the Holy Spirit is 
appointed as his special Teacher (John 16:13-14; 
I Corinthians 2:9-10). Always seek His guidance as 
you undertake to handle these divine oracles. Have 
a regular time for study, preferably at the morning 
hour, when the mind is fresh. Use a notebook or 
wide-margin Bible on which to jot down fresh truths 
that are brought to your heart; otherwise strong 
impressions are easily lost. Do not aim for quantity 
alone—it is better not to study more at a time than 
you can reasonably digest. On the other hand do 
not be too niggardly, satisfied with the smallest pos- 
sible ration of spiritual food you can take and still 
say you have read the Bible. 

And finally—have a definite method. If you are 
looking for nothing you will probably find just that. 
Search for something and God will reward your 
search. 

There are a number of possible methods. Seven 
of the better-known are briefly described below. Try 
these methods for yourself and learn what a blessing 
God’s Word can be to your heart. But remember— 
vary the method. If you use only one method it may 
eventually grow somewhat monotonous; also, you 
will be missing treasures you might find from other 
types of study. At the same time, do not change 
your method every day! Some of the suggested 
studies may require a number of days depending on 
the amount of time you can devote each day to this 
purpose. 


CHAPTER SUMMARY METHOD 
As the name indicates this method approaches the 


Bible from the standpoint of the chapter divisions. 
While these divisions were not part of the original 
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text of the Bible, they are generally very helpful. 
The first division into chapters and verses is attrib- 
uted to Stephen Langton, Archbishop of Canterbury 
in the reign of King John, during the latter part of 
the twelfth or early part of the thirteenth century. 
It is said that in 1561 a French printer divided the 
New Testament into verses as we now have them. 
Cardinal Hugo, in the middle of the thirteenth cen- 
tury, divided the Old Testament into the chapter 
divisions we now use. In 166] Athias, a Jew of Am- 
sterdam, divided the chapters of Hugo into verses. 
These chapter divisions show evidence of careful 
consideration and provide convenient portions of 
Scripture for study purposes. 


The procedure is as follows: Read the chapter 
carefully, then make a simple outline of it. Here 
is a sample outline of II Kings 5: 

1. Description of Naaman (v. 1) 

2. The suggestion of the Hebrew slave girl (vv. 
2-4) 
3. Naaman’s departure and arrival in Israel (vv. 


4. Naaman before Elisha (vv. 8-10) 

5. Naaman’s anger (vv. 11-13) 

6. Naaman’s cleansing (v. 14) 

7. Naaman’s faith (vv. 15-19) 

8. Postscript—Gehazi’s sin (vv. 20-27) 
Then answer the following questions (suggested by 
Miss Grace Saxe and apparently adapted by her 
from a list by Mr. Moody) : 

1. What is the principal subject of this chapter? 

2. What is the leading lesson of this chapter? 

3. What is the best verse in this chapter? Mem- 
orize it. 

4. Who are the principal persons in this chapter? 

5. What does the chapter teach concerning 
Christ? 

6. Is there in this chapter any example for me 
to follow? 

7. Is there in this chapter any error for me to 
avoid? 

8. Is there in this chapter any duty for me to 
perform? 
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9. Is there in this chapter any promise for me to 
claim? 

10. Is there in this chapter any prayer for me 
to echo? 


BOOK ANALYSIS METHOD 

This is somewhat similar to the method described 
above except that here we deal with an entire book 
rather than with a single chapter. The book should 
be read through at one sitting, if possible. In the 
case of the longer books this is rather difficult and 
for this reason some feel that the method is not 
practical. However there are a number of shorter 
books which even a young Christian can study with 
profit in a moderate length of time. The present 
writer feels that the method can be used advantage- 
ously with the longer books even if they have to be 
read in several installments. 

As the book is read, principal events, names, chief 
subject should be noted. In the case of historical 
books, read so as to be able afterward to give the 
story in your own words. Then attempt to deter- 
mine the purpose of the book. To whom was it writ- 
ten? By whom was it written? Why was it written? 
Each Bible book has its own particular place and its 
own special message. Not a one was written merely 
to fill in space! Some books were written to accom- 
plish one purpose, some another. II Timothy 3:16 
tells us that all Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God and is therefore profitable, but that some is 
profitable for doctrine (i.e., to bring to our minds 
great truths we could not otherwise know); other 
portions are profitable for reproof (i.e., to show 
up false doctrinal teaching) ; some sections give in- 
struction in righteousness (i.e., practical teaching 
concerning the daily life of the believer) ; other sec- 
tions contain correction (i.e., correction of errors 
of conduct in the daily life of the child of God). 

After the purpose of the writer has been deter- 
mined, try to express in one sentence the theme of 
the book. Finally, meditate on the spiritual lessons 


which you find in the book. 


THE BIOGRAPHICAL METHOD 

A fascinating way of studying the Scriptures is 
by examining carefully the lives of Bible characters. 
Much of God’s Word is in the form of biography. 
These records have great significance for us. “Now 
all these things happened unto them for ensamples: 
and they are written for our admonition, upon whom 
the ends of the world are come” (I Corinthians 10: 
11). About 2930 different persons are mentioned 
in the Bible. In some cases only the name is given, 
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but in many instances there is sufficient information 
for a helpful character study. This method will in- 
deed give the student a good grasp even of certain 
important books as a whole. For example, the book 
of Genesis revolves around six biographies (five, 
omitting that of Isaac which can be studied in con- 
nection with those of his father and his son), and 
an understanding of these few lives will give one a 
good grasp of the entire book. 

Here are fifteen helpful points to note in such 
a study (adapted from a list given by Dr. Wilbur 
M. Smith) : 

1. Find all references to the person in question 
(use concordance). 

2. What do we know of the family of the person? 

3. What kind of training did he (or she) have 
in youth? 

4. What was accomplished by him in his life? 

5. Was there a great crisis in the person’s life? 
If so, how did he face it? 

6. What are the outstanding traits of his char- 
acter ? 

7. Who were his friends and what kind of people 
were they? What influence did they have on him? 
8. What influence did he have upon others? 

9. Does his life show any development of char- 
acter ? 

10. What was his experience with God? (Note 
his prayer-life, faith, service to God, knowledge of 
God’s Word, courage in testifying, and attitude to- 
ward worship of God.) 

11. Are there any particular faults evident in his 
life? 

12. Is there any outstanding sin in his life? How 
did he happen to commit this sin? What was its 
nature and effect on his future? 

13. If he had children, what were they like? 

14. Is he a type (or antitype) of Christ? 

15. Is there some lesson in this person’s life which 
is outstanding for you? 

WORD STUDY 

Since the Bible is inspired, a study of the words 
of Scripture will be fruitful. Someone has counted 
8674 different Hebrew words in the Old Testament, 
5624 different Greek words in the New Testament, 
and approximately 6000 different English words in 
our Authorized Version. Of course not all these 
words are of equal importance or interest, but many 
are highly significant. 

A complete concordance is necessary for such a 
study. Only two such are available: Young’s and 
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Strong’s. The present author—perhaps because he 
is more familiar with it—prefers Young's. But either 
will be helpful. W. H. Griffith-Thomas advised Bible 
students to make a good concordance their constant 
companion, for soon it would become a treasured 
friend. 

As an example, look up the word meditate (and 
meditation) checking each reference in the Old Testa- 
ment. (You will notice that Young distinguishes 
different Hebrew and Greek words rendered by the 
same English word.) Find the references in your 
Bible and attempt to classify them according to ob- 
jects of meditation, times for meditation, methods 
of meditation, results of meditation. 

Investigate the word precious as used in First and 
Second Peter. What are the precious things of which 
Peter speaks? Other suggested words studies: be- 
lieve in John’s Gospel, blessed in the Psalms, over- 
come in Revelation, adoption, regeneration, life, 
abundance, riches, abide, know, blood, love. 
TOPICAL STUDY 

This is another exceedingly fruitful method but 
one about which it is impossible to lay down any 
hard and fast rules. The great prayers of the Bible 
(of which there are more than 100) make a very 
blessed study. Examine carefully the person praying 


Remember that Bi- 
ble study is not an 
end in itself. You 
must translate its 
teachings into 
daily life. 


HIS, JUNE, 1951 


and his relationship to God; find out why he prayed, 
to whom he prayed, the subject of his prayer, and 
the result. 

Other topics suitable for study are the attributes 
of God, parables of Christ, miracles of Christ, con- 
versions of the Bible, gifts of God, questions Jesus 
asked men (and vice versa), invitations of Jesus, 
what Jesus said about men (and vice versa), attri- 
butes of God in Genesis, prophecies of Christ in the 
Old Testament. A concordance will not necessarily 
be of help in this type of study, as all the references 
to the topic you want may not use some one particu- 
lar word that you could look up in the beginning. 


GEOGRAPHICAL METHOD 
With the use of a map, study the important moun- 


tains, rivers, towns, etc., of Scripture, tracing out 
the events connected with each. The concordance 
can be used here, also a Bible encyclopedia or dic- 
tionary. Trace out the missionary journeys of Paul 
in Acts, and learn all you can about each town he 
visited. 
COMMENTARY METHOD 

In the methods described above it was contem- 
plated that the student should study without any 
helps other than his Bible and concordance. But 
we must not overlook the great spiritual benefit that 








can be derived from good commentaries. Generally 
speaking, these standard commentaries represent the 
fruit of life-long study of the Word by godly men 
whom the Lord has gifted as teachers. Although 
these expositions are not inspired as is the Bible, 
they can, when rightly used, open up new vistas of 
truth that have perhaps not been dreamed of by 
the young Christian. 

“Give the mind a chance to do its own original 
work on the Scriptures first; then any help you may 
get from others is only a tonic and stimulant, not 
a narcotic and sedative” (A. T. Pierson). After you 
have studied a verse, chapter, or longer passage by 
one of the methods described above, jot down prob- 
lems that you would still like to have solved—ques- 
tions relating to meaning of words, matters of in- 
terpretation, etc. Then examine a number of com- 
mentaries. Read until you have found a satisfactory 
answer to your questions and feel that you have a 
thorough understanding of the passage before you. 
Also be on the lookout for deeper teachings that 
perhaps you did not notice at all in your original 
study. 

A word of caution-—do not, use one commentary 
only and follow it. blindly, for then if the writer 
should go astray, you will both “fall into the ditch.” 
If your personal collection of books is small, then 
use the facilities of some good library while you are 
building up your own. When able expositors differ, 
reach by prayerful consideration your own conclu- 
sion as to which has “rightly divided the word of 
truth.” 

One final word: always remember that Bible study 
is not an end in itself. Make it your sincere pur- 
pose as you find these hidden treasures in God’s 
Word to put them into practical use in your daily 
life. Do not be guilty of what Dr. C. I. Scofield 
used to call “trafficking in unlived truth.” Be a 
“doer of the word” and then you shall indeed be 
“blessed in your deed” (James 1:22-25). END 


STRICTLY ‘‘G.1.” 
(Continued from page 3) 
that you are what you are. 

There will be a number of men who will be on the 
deciding line, and your actions may determine their 
decision. If you merely condemn without trying to 
help, they will go with those who claim to have a 
good time. If you are cheerful and take into con- 
sideration the men’s lack of knowledge, and if you 
have something to do to interest them, they will 


follow you. Their ideas of interesting things are not 
the same as yours. It is a real pleasure for yow to 
go to church. But this will probably not interest 
them. Go bowling, or visit the service club, or go 
into town to see friends of yours or theirs. As you 
try to be friends with them and understand their 
backgrounds, you may win them to Christ. Above 
all, be a “regular man.” 

All I have said thus far could apply equally well 
to a man in the service or one training for the serv- 
ice in something like R.O.T.C. In such an on-cam- 
pus unit, you can still gravitate to your own clique. 
Don’t! Get acquainted with other men in your own 
unit, your equals as well as your superiors and in- 
feriors. Here you will have the freedom and the 
time to make friends and an excellent chance to tell 
of salvation through Christ. As an officer-to-be you 
will have even greater opportunities to witness for 
Christ. When that freshman comes into your unit, 
instead of scaring the wits out of him with your 
gruffness, invite him out to the fellowship meeting 
or spend some extra time in finding out a little about 
him—what he is studying and what his plans are. 
You will be amazed at what a lasting impression it 
will make on him that someone was interested. 

This little matter of interest, in my estimation, 
makes the difference between a mediocre officer and 
a good one. A good officer is interested in his men 
as individuals, and as a Christian officer, he further 
sees them as people whom Jesus Christ loved and 
died for; thus he bends every effort to tell them of 
the Saviour who has meant so much to him. This 
does not mean he is “soft” on his men, but rather 
that he tries to understand and love them in a way 
which, small though it is, reflects how Jesus Christ 
loves and understands him. 

Each of the services has an exacting discipline, 
and its definite requirements must be fulfilled by 
each man. The purpose of uniformity in everything 
is that there may result the automatic functioning 
which is necessary in combat and times of stress. ° 
God, too, sets forth a strict discipline for His sol- 
diers, and we in His army must conform. In both 
cases men’s lives are involved: in the government 
service, physical life; and in Christian service, spir- 
itual life. Upon entering the service of your country 
you have no choice but to conform to government 
issues and soon find’ yourself a typical “G.I.” in 
everything. Are you willing as a Christian to be 
strictly “God’s issue” that men may have spiritual 
as well as physical life? END 
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MY HEART 
—CHRISTS HOME 


BY ROBERT BOYD MUNGER 


I. PAUL’S EPISTLE to the Ephesians, we find these 


words: “That [God] would grant you, according to 
the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might 
by his Spirit in the inner man; that Christ may dwell 
in your hearts by faith” (Ephesians 3:16). Or, as 
another has translated, “That Christ may settle down 
and be at home in your hearts by faith.” 

Without question one of the most remarkable 
Christian doctrines is that Jesus Christ Himself 
through the presence of the Holy Spirit will actually 
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enter a heart, settle down, and be at home there. 
Christ will make the human heart His abode. 

Our Lord said to His disciples, “If a man love me, 
he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, 
and we will come unto him, and make our abode 
with him.” It was difficult for them to. understand 
what He was saying. How was it possible for Him 
to make His abode with them in this sense? 


It is interesting that our Lord used the same word 
here that He gave them in the first of the fourteenth 
chapter of John. “I go to prepare a place for you 

. . that where I am, there ye may be also.” Our 
Lord was promising His disciples that, just as He 
was going to heaven to prepare a place for them and 
would welcome them one day, now it would be pos- 
sible for them to prepare a place for Him in their 
hearts and He would come and make His abode with 
them. 


They could not understand this. How could it be? 


Then came Pentecost. The Spirit of the living 
Christ was given to the Church and they understood. 
God did not dwell in Herod’s temple in Jerusalem; 
God did not dwell in a temple made with hands; 
but now, through the miracle of the outpoured Spirit, 
God would dwell in human hearts. The body of the 
believer would be the temple of the living God and 
the human heart would be the home of Jesus Christ. 
It is difficult for me to think of a higher privilege 
than to make for Christ a home in my heart, to wel- 
come, to serve, to please, to fellowship with Him 
there. One evening that I shall never forget, I in- 
vited Him into my heart. What an entrance He 
made! It was not a spectacular emotional thing, but 
very real. It was at the very center of my life. He 
came into the darkness of my heart and turned on 
the light. He built a fire in the cold hearth and ban- 
ished the chill. He started music where there had 
been stillness and He filled the emptiness with His 
own loving, wonderful fellowship. I have never re- 
gretted opening the door to Christ and I never will— 
not into eternity! 


This of course, is the first step in making the 


heart Christ’s home. He has said, “Behold I stand 





ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Apart from his years at .Moody Bible Institute 
and Princeton Seminary, Robert Boyd Munger 
has spent all his life in California. Since 1945 
he has been minister of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Berkeley, which incidentally is his 
hometown. This article is condensed from a ser- 
-mon reprint and used by Dr. Munger’s permission. 





at the door and knock: if any man hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in to him, and will 
sup with him, and he with me.” If you are inter- 
ested in making your life an abode of the living God, 
let me encourage you to invite Christ into your heart 
and He will surely come. 

After Christ entered my heart and in the joy of 
that new-found relationship, I said to Him, “Lord, 
I want this heart of mine to be Yours. I want to 
have You settle down here and be perfectly at home. 
Everything I have belongs to You. Let me show 
You around and introduce You to the various fea- 
tures of the home that You may be more comfortable 
and that we may have fuller fellowship together.” 
He was very glad of course to come, and happier 
still to be given a place in the heart. 

THE LIBRARY 

The first room was the study—the library. Let us 
call it the study of the mind. Now in my home this 
room of the mind is a very small room with very 
thick walls. But it is an important room. In a sense, 
it is the control room of the house. He entered with 
me and looked around at the books in the bookcase, 
the magazines upon the table, the pictures on the 
wall. As I followed His gaze I became uncomfort- 
able. Strangely enough, I had not felt bad about 
this before, but now that He was there looking at 
these things I was embarrassed. There were some 
books there that His eyes were too pure to behold. 
There was a lot of trash and literature on the table 
that a Christian had no business to read and as for 
the pictures on the wall—the imaginations and 
thoughts of my mind—these were shameful. 

I turned to Him and said, “Master, I know that 
this room needs a radical alteration. Will You help 
me make it what it ought to be —to bring every 
thought into captivity to Thee?” 

“Surely!” He said. “Gladly I will help you. That 
is one reason I am here. First of all, take all the 
things that you are reading and seeing which are 
not helpful, pure, good, and true, and throw them 
out! Now put on the empty shelves the books of the 
Bible. Fill the library with Scriptures and meditate 
therein day and night. As for the pictures on the 
wall, you will have difficulty controlling these images, 
but here is an aid.” He gave me a full-sized por- 
trait of Himself. “Hang this centrally,” He said, 
“on the wall of the mind.” I did and I have dis- 
covered through the years that when my thoughts 
are centered upon Christ Himself, His purity and 
power cause impure imaginations to retreat. So He 
has helped me to bring my thoughts into captivity. 


HIS, JUNE, 1951 


th: 
th 
uy 
en 


TH 





May I suggest to you if you have difficulty with 
this little room of the mind, that you bring Christ in 
there. Pack it full with the Word of God, meditate 
upon it, and keep before it ever the immediate pres- 
ence of the Lord Jesus. 


THE DINING ROOM 

From the study we went into the dining room, the 
room of appetites and desires. Now this was a very 
large room in my house. I spent a good deal of time 
in the dining room and much effort in satisfying my 
wants. 

I said to Him, “This is a very commodious room 
and I am quite sure You will be pleased with what 
we serve here.” 

He seated Himself at the table with me and asked, 
“What is on the menu for dinner?” 

“Well,” I said, “my favorite dishes: old bones, 
corn husks, sour cabbage, leeks, onions, and garlic 
right out of Egypt.” These were the things I liked— 
worldly fare. I suppose there was nothing radically 
wrong in any particular item, but it was not the food 
that should satisfy the life of a real Christian. When 
the food was placed before Him, He said nothing 
about it. I observed that He did not eat it and I 
said to Him somewhat disturbed, “Saviour, You 
don’t care for the food that is placed before You? 
What is the trouble?” 

He answered, “I have meat to eat that ye know 
not of. My meat is to do the will of Him that sent 
Me.” He looked at me again and said, “If you want 
food that really satisfies you, seek the will of the 
Father, not your own pleasures, not your own de- 
sires, not your own satisfaction. Seek to please Me, 
and that food will satisfy you.” And there about 
the table, He gave me a taste of doing God’s will. 
What a flavor! There is no food like it in all the 
world. It alone satisfies. Everything else is dissatis- 
fying in the end. 

Now if Christ is in your heart, and I trust He is, 
what kind of food are you serving Him and what 
kind of food are you eating yourself? Are you liv- 
ing for the lust of the flesh and the pride of life— 
selfishly? Or are you choosing God’s will for your 
meat and drink? 

THE DRAWING ROOM 

We walked next into the drawing room. This room 
was rather intimate and comfortable. I liked it. It 
had a fireplace, overstuffed chairs, a bookcase, a sofa, 
and a quiet atmosphere. 

He also seemed pleased with it. He said, “This is 
indeed a delightful room. Let us come here often. 
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It is secluded and quiet and we can have fellowship 
together.” 


Well, naturally, as a young Christian I was thrilled. 
I could not think of anything I would rather do than 
have a few minutes apart with Christ in intimate 
comradeship. 


He promised, “I will be here every morning early. 
Meet with Me here and we will start the day to- 
gether.” So, morning after morning, I would come 
downstairs to the drawing room and He would take 
a book of the Bible from the bookcase. He would 
open it and then we would read together. He would 
tell me of its riches and unfold to me its truths. He 
would make my heart warm as He revealed His love 
and His grace toward me. They were wonderful 
hours together. In fact, we called the drawing room, 
the “withdrawing room.” It was a period when we 
had our quiet time together. 

But little by little, under the pressure of many 
responsibilities, this time began to be shortened. 
Why, I don’t know, but I thought I was just too busy 
to spend time with Christ. This was not intentional, 
you understand; it just happened that way. Finally, 
not only was the time shortened, but I began to miss 
a day now and then. It was examination time at the 
university. Then it was some other urgent emergency. 
I would miss it two days in a row and oftentimes 
more. 

I remembered one morning when I was in a hurry, 
rushing down the steps, eager to be on my way. As 
I passed the drawing room, the door was ajar. Look- 
ing in I saw a fire in the fireplace and the Lord sit- 
ting there. Suddenly in dismay, I thought to myself, 
‘He was my guest. I had invited Him into my heart! 
He had come as Lord of my home. And yet here 
I am neglecting Him.” I turned and went in. With 
downcast glance I said, “Blessed Master, forgive me. 
Have you been here all these mornings?” 

“Yes,”’ He said, “I told you I would be here every 
morning to meet with you.” Then I was even more 
ashamed. He had been faithful in spite of my faith- 
lessness. I asked His forgiveness and He readily for- 
gave me as He does when we are truly penitent. 


(Continued on next page) 





POLL ENDS 

This is your last opportunity to have a voice in 
the selection of the nine Old Testament characters 
who will be the subjects of a series beginning in 
HIs in October. Send your list of nine to the 
Editors, 1444 North Astor, Chicago 10, before the 
poll ends June 1. 
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He said, “The trouble with you is this: You have 
been thinking of the quiet time, of the Bible study 
and prayer time, as a factor in your own spiritual 
progress, but you have forgotten that this hour means 
something to Me also. Remember, I love you. I 
have redeemed you at a great cost. I desire your 
fellowship. Now,” He said, “do not neglect this hour 
if only for My sake. Whatever else may be your 
desire, remember I want your fellowship!” 

You know, the truth that Christ wants my fellow- 
ship, that He loves me, wants me to be with Him, 
wants to be with me, and waits for me, has done 
more to transform my quiet time with God than any 
other single fact. Don’t let Christ wait alone in the 
drawing room of your heart but every day, find some 
time when, with the Word of God and in prayer, 
you may fellowship with Him. 

THE WORKSHOP 

Before long, He asked, “Do you have a workshop 
in your home?” Down in the basement of the home 
of my heart, I had a workbench and some equipment, 
but I was not doing much with it. Once in a while 
I would go down and fuss around with a few little 
gadgets, but I wasn’t producing anything substantial 
or worth while. 

I led Him down there. 

He looked over the workbench and what little 
talents and skills I had. He said, “This is quite well 
furnished. What are you producing with your life 
for the Kingdom of God?” He looked at one or two 
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of the little toys that I had thrown together on the 
bench and He held one up to me. “Are these little 
toys all that you are producing in your Christian 
life?” 

“Well,” I said, “Lord, that is the best I can do. 
I know it isn’t much and I really want to do more, 
but after all, I have no skill or strength.” 

“Would you like to do better?” He asked. 

“Certainly,” I replied. 

“All right. Let Me have your hands. Now relax 
in Me and let my Spirit work through you. I know 
you are unskilled and clumsy and awkward, but the 
Spirit is the Master-Worker and if He controls your 
hands and your heart He will work through you.” 
And so, stepping round behind me and putting His 
great, strong hands over mine, controlling the tools 
with His skillful fingers, He began to work through 
me. 

There’s much more that I must still learn and I am 
very far from satisfied with the product that is being 
turned out, but I do know that whatever has been 
produced for God has been through His strong hand 
and through the power of His Spirit in me. 

Do not become discouraged because you cannot 
do much for God. Your ability is not the funda- 
mental condition. It is He who is controlling your 
fingers and upon whom you are relying. Give your 
talents and gifts to God and He will do things with 
them that will surprise you. 


(Continued on page 15, column 1) 


SPEAKERS INCLUDE: 


> 










Dr. Samuel M. Zwemer 
Bishop John Subhan 

Dr. Eugene Nida 

Paul Lindell 

David Adeney 

Will Norton 

IVCF-FMF Staff 


December 27-31, 1951 
University of Illinois 


Student Foreign Missions Fellowship 
of the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship 








~~ 
me 


Sinte: you 


i ae se 
> Pi ip 
a ‘ a 





| am somewhat confused as to who Jesus Christ really 
was. Did He have a divine spirit in a human body? It is 
not that | disbelieve anything concerning Him—I am just 
confused. 

Let us first consider the name you have used for 
Him in your question. Jesus is an ordinary Hebrew 
boy’s name, the Greek translation of Joshua. (If 
you have ever been puzzled by Hebrews 4:8, it refers 
to the Old Testament Joshua.) The name was given 
to Him at birth, and was announced to the Virgin 
Mary by the angel of the Lord. 

The name Christ on the other hand is a title, used 
in an appellative rather than a proper name sense. 
It is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew word 
Messiah, and both words would be translated 
“Anointed”! in English. 

The title Anointed was understood by Hebrews 
hundreds of years before Jesus’ birth as applying to 
a coming King who would be the Saviour of their 
nation. This is the significance of Peter’s confession, 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

By nature and from all eternity Christ, the Son of 
the living God, was. In the Bible He is called “the 
great God and our Saviour’® and “the image of the 
invisible God.”* We are told that “by him were all 
things created, that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth.”® For Himself Christ made the following 
claims: “He that hath seen me hath seen the Father’”® 
and “Before Abraham was, I am.”? 

Only one conclusion is possible on the basis of 
Jesus’ own statements and other statements in the 
Bible: whatever it is to be God, Jesus Christ was 
from all eternity. The accusation of blasphemy was 
constantly thrown at Him by His enemies. The 
Church through the centuries has worshiped Jesus 
Christ as God. 

But while Christ had been the Son of God from 


eternity, at a particular moment in human history 
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He came from the Virgin’s womb to be born the 
Son of Man. As C. S. Lewis (contemporary Oxford 
Don) puts it: “The second person in God, the Son, 
became human . . . was born into the world as an 
actual man—a real man of a particular height, with 
hair of a particular color, speaking a particular 
language, weighing so many stone. The Eternal 
Being, who knows everything and who created the 
whole universe, became not only a man, but before 
that a baby, and before that a foetus. If you want 
to get the hang of it, think how you'd like to become 
a snail...” (Beyond Personality) 

The title by which He constantly referred to Him- 
self was not Son of God, but Son of Man. In the 
early years of the Church His deity was much more 
easily believed—His humanity had to be proved. 

Whatever it is to be God—Christ the Son was from 
all eternity. Whatever it is to be man—Jesus Christ, 
born of a virgin, was from that first Christmas in 
Bethlehem’s stable. And—of crucial importance— 
the two natures were united in one person. His was 
no split personality —no human body and divine 
spirit—no ethereal body and real spirit. Jesus Christ 
was (and is) the God-Man, one person with two 
natures. His words and His acts were those of an 
integrated person. 

Hard to understand? Yes, for He is unique. 


In the one thoroughly integrated person, Jesus 
Christ, are two natures: the divine and the human. 
God is not thirsty or sleepy; Jesus Christ thirsted 
and slept. Man could not feed 5000 with a few 
loaves and fishes, nor quiet the wind and waves; 
Jesus Christ was able to do these, as well as forgive 
sin and rise from the dead. 


Because Jesus Christ was the God-Man, He was 
able to live a perfect life, “in all points tempted like 
as we are, yet without sin.”* Of supreme importance 
to men, the God-Man Jesus Christ was able io pro- 
vide an infinite and sufficient sacrifice for our sin 
through His atoning death.— JOSEPH T. BAYLY 


1Cf, Psalm 2:2 
2 Matthew 16:16 
3 Titus 2:13 

4 Colossians 1:15 


5 Colossians 1:16 
6 John 14:9 

7 John 8:58 

8 Hebrews 4:15 
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Last in the series of studies 
“Tests of Eternal Life” 


from the First Epistle of John 


SUMMARY 
OF THE TESTS 


W. HAVE considered eight important tests of eternal 
life. They constitute the distinguishing marks of true 
disciples of Christ. Wherever they are all found they 
are the evidence that the miracle of the new birth 
has been wrought by the Holy Spirit. That is, the 
life in Christ has undoubtedly been communicated to 
the man who believes in the Lord Jesus Christ, is 
free from the reign of sin, habitually obeys God’s 
will, practices righteousness, loves the Christian 
brotherhood, overcomes both the world and Satan, 
and is conscieus of indwelling sin. 

Admittedly these marks are not found with the 
same degree of strength and distinctness in every 
Christian. In some they are very sharp, clear, and 
plainly evident whereas in others they are rather 
obscure, dim, and discerned with difficulty. And it 
must be conceded, too, that a Christian might exhibit 
some of these marks more perceptibly than others 
and that any one or all of them may vary in vigor 
from time to time. 

These admissions notwithstanding, do not John’s 
tests of life expose multitudes of present-day pro- 
fessing Christians as not knowing the grace of God 
in truth? Yes, emphatically. Doubtless the First 
Epistle of John was intended as a warning to these, 
as well as a message of assuring comfort to the true 
children of God. And we do well to heed this warn- 
ing solemnly, for John wrote as an apostle of the 
infallible Head of the Church. Not to hear him is 
not to hear Christ! 

However, in sounding such a note of caution John 
does not stand alone. For the Apostle James decries 
the faith that is without works as being “dead” and 
no more saving than the belief of demons, while 
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insisting that justifying faith invariably produces 
works (James 2:14-26). And the Apostle Peter 
teaches that only by the practice and perfection of 
Christian virtues do we make our “calling and elec- 
tion sure” (II Peter 1:5-10). 

Moreover, the Apostle Paul warns: “If ye live 
after the flesh, ye shall die” (Romans 8:13), mean- 
ing that if a man lives according to the dictates of 
his evil, corrupt nature, he is about to perish eter- 
nally, though he may loudly profess faith in Christ. 

Surely it is the teaching of all the apostles that 
the foundation of the sinner’s acceptance with God 
is the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ, the merits 
which accrue to the sinner by faith apart from works. 
Yet it is also their teaching that upon that founda- 
tion there is built by the true believer—through the 
grace of the indwelling Spirit—a superstructure of 
practical godliness. Where that superstructure is 
lacking — living, operative, saving faith is also 
lacking. 

In this regard the apostles followed their Lord, 
who in the days of His flesh taught the same doctrine 
in germ form. He warned them that not everyone 
who calls Him “Lord, Lord” enters into the Kingdom 
of Heaven, but he that habitually performs the will 
of the Father (Matthew 7:21-23). He also taught 
them that the way to life is narrow and that few 
find it. He even said, “Many, I say unto you, will 
seek to enter in, and shall not be able” (Luke 13:24). 
Furthermore He taught them that “tares” would be 
sown among the “wheat,” that “bad fish” would be 
found among “good fish,” and that at the end of the 
age He would send His angels to “gather out of his 
kingdom all things that offend, and them which do in- 
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iquity” and “cast them into a furnace of fire” where 
there shall be “wailing and gnashing of teeth” 
(Matthew 13). 

What are we to conclude, then, from these things? 
The conclusion is inescapable. Many within the 
sphere of Christian profession are rushing blindly 
toward eternal doom. But within that sphere are 
the few—Christ’s “little flock” (Luke 12:32)—who 
have found eternal life and bear John’s marks of it. 
Have you found it? If not, God grant that you may, 
before it is too late. END 





MY HEART—CHRIST'S HOME 
(Continued from page 12) 
THE RUMPUS ROOM 

I remember the time He inquired about the play- 
room. I was hoping He would not ask me about that. 
There were certain associations and friendships, ac- 
tivities and amusements that I wanted to keep for 
myself. I did not think Christ would enjoy them or 
approve of them, so I evaded the question. 

But there came an evening when I was leaving to 
join some companions—I was in college at the time 
—and as I was about to cross the threshold, He 
stopped me with a glance. “Are you going out?” 

I answered, “Yes.” 

“Good,” He said, “I would like to go with you.” 

“Oh,” I replied rather awkwardly. “I don’t think, 
Lord, that You would really want to go with us. 
Let’s go out tomorrow night. Tomorrow night we 
will go to prayer meeting but tonight I have another 
appointment.” 

He said, “That’s all right. Only I thought when 
I came into your home we were going to do every- 
thing together. We were going to be partners. I 
want you to know that I am willing to go with you.” 

“Well,” I said, “we will go some place together 
tomorrow night.” 

But that evening I spent some miserable hours. 
I felt wretched. What kind of a friend was I to 
Christ, when I was deliberately leaving Him out of 
my associations, doing things and going places that 
I knew very well He would not enjoy? When I re- 
turned that evening, there was a light in His room 
and I went up to talk it over with Him. I said, 
“Lord, I have learned my lesson. I cannot have a 
good time without You. We will do everything to- 
gether from now on.” 


Then we went down into the rumpus room of the 
house and He transformed it. He brought into life 
real joy, real happiness, real satisfaction, real friend- 


HIS, JUNE, 195] 


ship. Laughter and music have been ringing in the 
house ever since. 
THAT HALL CLOSET! 

There is just one more matter that I might share 
with you. One day I found Him waiting for me at 
the door. There was an arresting look in His eye. 
He said to me as I entered, “There is a peculiar odor 
in the house. There is something dead around here. 
It’s upstairs. I think it is in the hall closet.” As 
soon as He said the words, I knew what He was 
talking about. Yes, there was a small hall closet up 
there on the landing, just a few feet square, and in 
that closet behind lock and key I had one or two 
little personal things that I did not want anybody to 
know about and certainly I did not want Christ to 
see. I knew they were dead and rotting things. And 
yet, I loved them so and I wanted them so for my- 
self that I was afraid to admit they were there. I 
went up the stairs with Him and as we mounted, the 
odor became stronger and stronger. He pointed at 
the door and said, “It’s in there! Some dead thing!” 

I was angry. That’s the only way I can put it. 
I had given Him access to the library, the dining 
room, the drawing room, the workshop, the rumpus 
room, and now He was asking me about a little two- 
by-four closet. I said inwardly, “This is too much. 
I am not going to give Him the key.” 

“Well,” He said, reading my thoughts, “if you 
think I’m going to stay up here on the second floor 
with this odor, you are mistaken. I will take My bed 
out on the back porch. I’m certainly not going to 
put up with that.” And I saw Him start down the 
stairs. Again my heart smote me. 

When you have come to know and love Christ, the 
worst thing that can happen is to sense His fellow- 
ship retreating from you. I had to surrender. “I'll 
give you the key,” I said sadly, “but you'll have to 
open up the closet. You'll have to clean it out. I 
haven’t the strength to do it.” 

“I know,” He said, “I know you haven’t. Just 
give Me the key. Just authorize Me to take care of 
that closet and I will.” So, with trembling fingers 
I passed the key over to Him. He took it from my 
hand, walked over to the door, opened it, entered it, 
took out all the putrefying stuff that was rotting 
there, and threw it away. Then He cleaned the closet, 
painted it, fixed it up, doing it all in a moment’s 
time. Oh, what victory and release to have that dead 
thing out of my life! 

TRANSFERRING THE TITLE 
Then a thought came to me. I said to myself, 








“T have been trying to keep this heart of mine clean 
for Christ. I start on one room and no sooner have 
I cleaned that than another room is dirty. I begin 
on the second room and the first room becomes dusty 
again. I am so tired and weary trying to maintain 
a clean heart and an obedient life. I just am not up 
to it!” So I ventured a question. I said, “Lord, is 
there any chance that You would take over the re- 
sponsibility of the whole house and operate it for 
me and with me just as You did that closet? Would 
You take the responsibility to keep my heart what it 
ought to be and my life where it ought to be?” 

I could see His face light up as He replied, “Cer- 
tainly, that is what I came to do. You cannot be a 
victorious Christian in your own strength. That is 
impossible. Let Me do it through you and for you. 
That is the way. But,” He added slowly, “I am not 
owner of this house. I am just a guest. I have no 
authority to proceed since the property is not Mine.” 


I saw it in a minute and dropping to my knees, 
I said, “Lord, You have been a guest, and I have 
been the host. From now on I am going to be the 
servant. You are going to be the Lord.” Running 
as fast as I could to the strong box, I took out the 
title deed to the house describing its assets and 
liabilities, its situation and condition. Then return- 
ing to Him, I eagerly signed it over to belong to 
Him alone for time and eternity. “Here,” I said, 
“here it is, all that I am and have forever. Now 
You run the house. I'll just remain with You as 
houseboy and friend.” 

He took my life that day and I can give you my 
word, there is no better way to live the Christian life. 
He knows how to keep it in shape and deep peace 
settles down on the soul. May Christ settle down and 
be at home in your heart as Lord of all. END 





INTER-VARSITY REVIEW SHELF 
(Continued from inside front cover) 

has published articles on various aspects of Islam. 

The two books present separate phases of the prob- 
lem of reaching Moslems for Christ and complement 
each other in giving an informative and _ well- 
rounded picture. /ntroducing Islam reviews the his- 
tory, beliefs, and practices of Islam and gives an 
up-to-date survey of its scope. The outline of Mos- 
lem doctrine given and the map of the Moslem world 
will help to crystallize the text in the reader’s mind, 
and the table of important dates in the history of 
Islam give background for the almost unbelievable 
expansion so vividly described. 
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The final chapter records the testimony of a num- 
ber of former Moslems as to what they have found 
in Christ and ends with a warm plea: “As we study 
the essentials of Islam and think of the global extent 
and great power ot this religion, may we as indi- 
viduals and the church of Christ as a whole be moved 
to attempt the strategic task of winning the Moslem 
world to faith in the true Saviour of all the world, 
not by force of arms or by power politics, but by 
a great spiritual campaign of love. Jesus does not 
want political power, but does want the hearts and 
wills and souls of all these people in the Near and 
Middle East and the whole world of Islam.” 

The Christian Message to Islam is a book of 
methods of approach to Islam and shows how the 
gospel can best be presented, giving a number of 
witnesses as proof that Mohammedans not only can 
be won to Christ, but also are being won. In the 
beginnings of missionary work among Moslems men 
felt they had to prove by logical argument the su- 
periority of Christianity, to convince the mind of 
their hearer. And often they were successful. But 
often, too, they did not win the man to Christ as 
Saviour and Lord. 

Dr. Wilson writes: “The foundation of our ap- 
proach must be the direct presentation of Christ. 
We should concentrate upon this as the sum and 
substance of our work. That is why missionaries are 
in Moslem lands. We may be told that ‘you can’t 
fill a bowl until you first empty it.’ This is not a 
good metaphor. Rather should we liken our presen- 
tation of Jesus to the turning on of a light that will 
drive out the darkness.” 

The various problems of evangelism among Mos- 
lems are discussed and a strong argument is given 
for not encouraging converts to become “secret be- 
lievers” or refrain from joining the church. To 
those who feel they cannot urge a Moslem to take a 
step which might cause persecution and even death 
when they themselves are not able to share these 
things with him, Dr. Wilson points out: “The new 
Christian is not believing on us, nor is he asked to 
have faith in the missionary or Christian worker. 
He is pointed to Christ, to whom he comes by faith. 
Christ suffered as much as the convert will ever be 
called upon to bear... . ” 

Certainly both these books are essential to any 
student or missionary interested in proclaiming 
Christ in the Moslem world, and they will prove not 
only a missionary challenge, but a spiritual stimulus 
to every Christian.—MARY ANNE KLEIN 
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Delay is not denial...and God often withholds 


something good in order to bestow His best 


1951 


I. THESE darkening days of draft and war, when 
anxious moments mount and the uncertain future 
menaces, we need strong hope in God for “an anchor 
of the soul, both sure and stedfast” (Hebrews 6:19). 

And while God sometimes requires faith which 
does not ask for explanations, it helps to realize 
that in the chastening He allows or sends to His 
children—often through wicked men—He is accom- 
plishing that through which alone He can bring us 
to a deeper knowledge of Himself and the richest 
blessings our lives can experience. 

We shall not be exempt from trouble, for “what 
son is he whom the father chasteneth not?” For as 
we “endure chastening, God dealeth with us as with 
sons” (Hebrews 12:7). Let us remember that God’s 
chastening is not penal but rather remedial. God 
chastens His own not so much because they have 
grieved Him, but that they may not do so again. 
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Now it is admitted that “no chastening for the 
present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous, never- 
theless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness” (Hebrews 12:11). It is most impor- 
tant to realize that many of the deepest blessings 
and most important lessons come to us in God’s “af- 
terwards.” They can only be developed in pain or 
tears or anxieties, which cast us afresh upon God. 
We cannot hurry up holiness, nor can God terminate 
the chastening till it has done “its perfect work.” 


We have the same important and basic principle 
emphasized in Isaiah 30:18. “Therefore will the 
Lord wait, that he may be gracious unto you . . 
blessed are all they that wait for him.” Here is a 
double waiting needful in God’s plans for us. On 
His side the God of love has to “wait” and delay 
being gracious unto us, to delay the relief He would 
like to afford at once, till His deep purposes of chas- 
tening, refining, and developing our faith are accom- 
plished. And on our side we are called to “wait 
patiently for him.” Yet waiting is so difficult, so 
tedious, especially in these days of rush and hurry. 
We want the matter settled at once, the pain eased, 
the chastening ended quickly. And it is only too 
easy to have hard thoughts of God because He does 
not end it sooner. In His love, He cannot. 


It has been well said that the believer in the hand 
of God is like a bow in the hand of an archer. God 
stretches and strains the bow, and every now and 
then the saint cries out, “I can’t stand any more.” 
God takes no notice and goes on stretching until He 
sees the goal in sight, and then lets fly. Often we 
do not see God’s goal; we cannot, but He does and 
is most anxious for us to reach it. He is waiting, 
delaying relief because His purpose toward us can- 
not be realized any earlier. So we must be prepared 
and content patiently to “endure” that we may reach 
the rich “afterward” of His blessing. 


Peter stresses the same basic principle when he 
declares, “The God of all grace . . . after that ye 
have suffered awhile, make you perfect [mature], 
stablish, strengthen, settle you” (I Peter 5:10). Here, 
a “God of all grace” deliberately sends suffering into 
our lives because He knows there is no other way 





SUPPOSE that “when the roll is called up yonder” 
I am there myself but that all through the eternal 
ages I am unable to find a single person who is 
there because of my having led him to Christ— 
how much will heaven mean to me? 





by which we can be stablished in the truth and be-. 
come “strong in the Lord.” Here again the needful 
qualities cannot be developed before God’s “after- 
wards.” 

Let us see how these divine principles were worked 
out in the lives of other men. Jacob was too im- 
patient to wait God’s time; his son Joseph was not. 

Jacob was a man who had faith in God, yet con- 
tinually his faith failed him in the emergency; and 
he tried to get what God had promised him before 
God’s time had come. So he spoiled God’s plan for 
him and injured his own interests. Jacob had a 
habit of picking unripe blessings, and unripe bless- 
ings are like unripe gooseberries! It is a common 
tendency with us, not to wait for God’s time. Though 
it was promised that Esau the elder should serve 
Jacob the younger (Genesis 25:23), yet Jacob could 
not wait and trust God to bring it to pass. He swin- 
dled his brother twice, “supplanting” him, as Esau 
complained, first over the birthright and then over 
the blessing. He became involved in a series of de- 
liberate lies to his blind father. The result was that 
he had to flee his home, not for the “few days” his 
mother suggested but for twenty years, so that he 
never saw his mother again. 


Yet such were the man and his desires after God 
that, though a refugee in disgrace, no sooner was 
he asleep than the world was too small to hold him. 
He must reach beyond it to the stars and dream of 
angels! In his dream he saw a ladder up to heaven 
which he was to spend his whole life in climbing, 
for he was by nature a climber, but he had to learn 
to climb without cheating. Yet though God had spe- 
cially promised, “Behold, I am with thee, and will 
keep thee,” again at Haran he could not trust God 
to care for his interests, and we have the unsavory 
record of his twenty years fleecing his uncle Laban. 
At long last “Jacob was left alone” at the Jabbok 
and God caught up with him (Genesis 32:24). There 
he had a transaction of surrender which gave him a 
new name and a new life, yet he limped for the rest 
of his years, mainly because he had not been willing 
to wait for God’s time, God’s afterward. 


When we turn to the long record of his son Joseph, 
we find no single word of censure or blame, though 
he became a slave and got into jail! For the whole 
timetable of Joseph’s life was carefully planned by 
God in His foreknowledge. The dreams were given 
which were to arouse his brothers’ jealousy and lead 
to his being sold as a slave into Egypt. For God 
had planned a career in that land, to be reached 
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only by strange adventures and sorrows. How he 
felt as he was being carried off is revealed by the 
brothers’ confession, “We saw the anguish of his 
soul, when he besought us, and we would not hear” 
(Genesis 42:21). It must have seemed to Joseph as 
if God had forsaken him, as it may seem to us at 
times. What about the God-given dreams? But God 
had a position waiting for Joseph in Potiphar’s 
house. True, he was a slave, but “the Lord was 
with Joseph” (Genesis 39:2). He is ever there in 
the background, for “behind a frowning Providence, 
He hides a smiling face.” So, though a slave, Joseph 
became “a prosperous man.” 


Then came the temptation with Potiphar’s wife, 
and Joseph did the only safe thing: he ran for his 
life but landed in jail. Had God “forgotten to be 
gracious’? Never, for again “the Lord was with 
him” (v. 23) in the jail, though it did not seem so 
to Joseph. Then came a gleam of hope. He was 
able to interpret the dream of Pharaoh’s butler and 
plead, “Think on me when it shall be well with thee, 
and shew kindness . . . unto me, and make mention 
of me to Pharaoh.” Here seemed an avenue of es- 
cape. “Yet did not the chief butler remember Jo- 
seph, but forgat him.” God’s time for Joseph’s lib- 
eration had not yet come. So for “two full years” 
more Joseph languished in prison. Had he escaped 
earlier it Would have been too soon for God’s time- 
table, and he would probably have been returned to 
Potiphar as a slave. No, the God of all grace kept 
His servant in prison till the crisis he had planned 
for Egypt drew near. He then timed Pharaoh’s 
dreams that Joseph might interpret them, and so 
step from a prison to a palace, from a jail to a 
governorship! And God times these events in our 
lives just as carefully and purposefully. 


And Jacob? Meanwhile the father, bereft of Jo- 
seph, with Simeon in prison and Benjamin de- 
manded, cried despairingly: “All these things are 
against me.” Poor Jacob! He was looking through 
the wrong end of the telescope. Paul, looking 
through the right end, cries: “All things work to- 
gether for good to them that love God” (Romans 
8:28). Which end are you looking through? Let 
us reverse the telescope when things seem at their 
worst and see God. 


Then came the reunion of father and son, with 
Joseph in supreme power in Egypt. Overwhelmed, 
poor Jacob cried: “Now let me die, since I have 
seen thy face.” But this was no time to die, for at 
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last he had got through to God’s afterward. He 
lived in prosperity seventeen years more. Was it 
all worth while? One result of Joseph’s experi- 
ences was “to save much people alive” (Genesis 50: 
20). And the very chastenings a loving God sends 
upon us may be for the same purpose, that through 
a deeper knowledge of God and a more effective 
witness, we may do the same. 


Now for a glimpse at Job. What the world would 
call misfortune came upon this wealthy godly man 
and proved to be God’s fortune for him. A message 
came which left him a ruined man; another, and 
he was apparently a childless man. A little later he 
was a sick man, left with little besides his wife and 
his boils. But the curtain is drawn aside and we 
see it is not only Job’s interests which are at stake, 
but God’s honor. At Satan’s challenge God nar- 
rowed down the protecting “hedge” till only Job’s 
life was reserved. Even his wife suggested he “curse 
God, and die.” “But in all this Job sinned not” 
(Job 1:22). Instead he rises in supreme faith to 
ery: “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him” 
(Job 13:15). So in the triumphant “latter end” of 
Job, God “blessed him more than at his beginning” 
(Job 42:12). James 5:11 sums up the matter thus: 
“Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and... 
seen the end of the Lord . . . very pitiful, and of 
tender mercy.” So God’s “afterward” with Job too 
was ever so blessed for one hundred and forty years 
more. 


Let us ever remember Lamentations 3:32, “Though 
he cause grief, yet will he have compassion . . . for 
he doth not afflict willingly . . . the children of men.” 
So, “It is good that a man should both hope and 
quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord” (Lamen- 
tations 3:26). END 


FALL LEADERSHIP CONFERENCES 


The Rocky Mountain Fall Leadership Confer- 
ence will be held September 3 to 11 at the Red 
Feather Lakes Conference Grounds in north cen- 
tral Colorado. C. Stacey Woods, David Adeney, 
and Jane Hollingsworth will be the principal 
speakers. Cost for the eight days is $18. For 
further particulars write Eugene Thomas in care 
of the Chicago office of IVCF, 1444 North Astor, 
Chicago 10. 

The New England Fall Leadership Conference 
will also be held early in September. For further 
details, write James Nyquist in care of the Chi- 
cago office (see above address). 
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Is the Bible Trustworthy History? 


Archaeologist Francis R. Steele lays bare the danger- 


ous implications of the “partial inspiration’? theory 


- PAST TWO CENTURIES have witnessed increas- 
ingly violent attacks upon the historical accuracy 
of the Bible, especially the earlier portions of the 
Old Testament. 

Formerly, open attack and blatant denial of the 
truth and authority of Scripture were widespread 
and popular. Today, however, a subtle denial along 
similar though less obvious lines is finding wide 
acceptance even among evangelical Christians. In 
substance the premises of both attacks are the same. 
It is simply taken for granted that—whether or not 
the Bible speaks with any authority in matters touch- 
ing on religion—its narrative portions cannot be 
accepted as true history. 

Over fifty years ago sweeping denials of the ac- 
curacy of large sections of the Bible were made with- 
out confirmation from extra-Biblical sources; these 
have nearly all been silenced by the data provided 
by subsequent archaeological discoveries, but the op- 
ponents of the Bible still obstinately hold their pre- 
judice. They still cite presumed inaccuracies, though 
they are necessarily considerably reduced in number 
and scope, and they still seriously question or else 
bluntly reject the trustworthiness of the Book. 

In the face of this onslaught many fearful or ig- 
norant Christians have sought to extricate themselves 
from what they thought was the embarrassing sit- 
uation of holding an “unscientific position” with 
regard to the Bible by adopting a new definition of 
Biblical inspiration. It runs something like this: 
“We believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of 
God, the only infallible rule of faith and practice, 
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but that does not necessarily imply that it is likewise 
inerrant in statements of history and science.” 
The manifest absurdity of such a position is im- 
mediately apparent. In the first place, it is contrary 
to the very nature of a personal, self-revealing God 
that He give a revelation of Himself in any but a 
perfectly reliable and intelligible form. Moreover, 
it is impossible to separate the spiritual lesson or 
example from the historical narrative in which it is 
contained in order to accept the one and reject the 
other. That Abraham actually climbed Mount Mo- 
riah with his son Isaac, fully intending to perform 
a human sacrifice there at God’s command, is as 
essential to that lesson of faith as the fact of the 
empty tomb in the garden close by Calvary is to 
the truth and power of the resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. In neither case can the spiritual ‘truth 
be separated from the historic event. If the incident 
described occurred, we can turn to the spiritual 
lesson or truth with confidence. If not, the alleged 
“truth” and the fictitious event are alike obscured. 


Perhaps the chief reason for assuming conflict 
between Biblical and secular history is the failure 
to recognize and appreciate the réle of God in his- 
tory. No consistent system of theology can separate 
God from His creation. Every valid explanation of 
the universe or any part thereof must show the re- 
lationship between the Creator and His creation in 
terms of a divine plan. Otherwise we must be con- 
tent simply to observe and describe isolated and 
meaningless phenomena or else correlate them by 
some evolutionary system which makes no allowance 
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for God. The same is true of the correct under- 
standing of history. Any event described or ex- 
plained apart from its relationship to God is at best 
only partly understood and at worst deliberately dis- 
torted. In short, the course of history in general 
and the meaning of life in particular are enigma and 
confusion to one who does not view them from God’s 
point of view. And this understanding is impossible 
apart from direct divine revelation. 

Let us therefore briefly examine three points: the 
reason for non-Christian denial, the necessity for 
Christian belief, and finally the correct relationship 
between Biblical and secular accounts of history. 

Non-Christian denial of accuracy to the historical 
narratives in the Bible springs from a denial of the 
existence of God in any true sense. Once the step 
was taken to operate upon the principle of natural 
laws alone, there was no place for a supernatural 
God or, for that matter, a supernatural revelation. 
This attitude did not result, however, from the com- 
pelling force of facts but from an arbitrary shift in 
the basic philosophy underlying scientific investiga- 
tion. Purely upon the basis of a philosophical prem- 
ise it was decided that the supernatural realm would 
not be admitted as a legitimate sphere of reference; 
hence there could be no God or divine revelation in 
any true sense. 


Just as there is absolute unbelief in the super- 
natural premise by the non-Christian, so there must 
be absolute belief in that premise and all it involves 
by the Christian. If there be a God who has pur- 
posed to reveal Himself to men, then it follows from 
the very nature of the character of God as infinite 
in wisdom, love, and power that His revelation be 
Truth absolutely. Any slightest departure from this 
position amounts to abandoning it entirely. So far 
as the Bible is concerned, either there is Truth in 
all or else there is no Truth at all for no human 
being will ever be competent to determine the line 
which divides eternal spiritual truth from finite 
human error. The only attitude a Christian can take 
is that God revealed Himself and His will in a true 
record of events and precepts in Scripture. He must, 
therefore, accept the whole Bible as it is and at face 
value and employ it as the final criterion of truth 
for all knowledge. 

Moreover, it is quite wrong for a Christian to 
apply to the Bible the check of secular history as 
though the latter were more authoritative. It is in- 
deed strange that Christian scholars should discredit 
clear, reasonable historic statements in Scripture 
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upon the basis of isolated and often questionable 
data in secular records as though the authors of the 
latter must be presumed to report truthfully without 
exception while Biblical writers can easily be charged 
with falsification or accidental error. 


On the contrary, secular history must be seen in 
the light of Scripture and scriptural principles if it 
is to be rightly understood. The Bible alone contains 
what God has chosen to reveal explicitly to man re- 
garding His purpose and plan in the universe. It 
is only here that we have specific statements inform- 
ing us that God raised up a certain king or nation 
to accomplish a determined purpose. No other doc- 
ument explains that military defeats and catastrophes 
befell men because they had disobeyed God. Yet 
without such clues we should be at a loss to explain 
the true meaning of history. We could simply record 
the fact that certain events occurred at a given time 
and place and let it go at that. But with the Bible 
as a guide to the principles of God’s dealings with 
mankind, in that it illustrates the application of these 
principles in specific cases, we can infer the pur- 
poses and motives involved and use them to inter- 
pret similar events both in world history and in our 
own lives. Thus we make practical application of 
the lessons learned from the Biblical account of his- 
tory. 

If, however, the reliability of the narratives in the 
Biblical text is called into question or the principle 
of divine revelation is denied in the name of “sci- 
ence,” we are left to our cloudy and limited imagi- 
nation for answers to the question of the purpose 
of life and the course of history. We must accept 
the Bible completely or else reject it entirely to our 
everlasting confusion; there is no middle ground. 

From the very beginning the Bible sets forth one 
great immutable principle: obedience brings bless- 
ing, disobedience brings punishment. This principle 
is implied in every recorded event and enunciated 
explicitly in most. The success of the campaign to 
occupy Canaan (found in the tenth chapter of the 
book of Judges) is there credited to the power of 
God. Over and over again we read, “The Lord de- 
livered up the Amorites . . . the Lord fought for 
Israel . . . the Lord delivered Lachish into the hand 
of Israel,” etc. Likewise the destruction of Samaria 
and the subsequent downfall of Israel is specifically 
related to the disobedience of God’s people, “for 
the children of Israel walked in all the sins of Jero- 
boam . . . until the Lord removed Israel out of his 
sight” (II Kings 17:22). The fact that the Israelites 
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occupied Canaan is well attested in history by the 
break-off in Canaanite culture and the superimposed 
settlements of the invaders—clearly revealed by ar- 
chaeologists’ diggings in the mounds of ancient cities. 
But the reason for the invasion and the means by 
which it was accomplished are known to us only 
through the Bible. Moreover, the spiritual principle 
—favored obedience and punished disobedience— 
is illustrated in actual fact by historic instances. 


If it were possible to prove, for example, that 
King Sennacherib reduced Jerusalem in the same 
ruthless fashion that he swept its neighbors under 
the Assyrian yoke, despite the Biblical account to 
the contrary, there would be no point to the recorded 
promise of divine protection for a repentant king of 
Judah. Indeed, the whole story would be a hollow 
mockery and the testimony of the Bible generally 
would suffer irreparable damage. Suppose, as some 
historians would have us believe, a small bedraggled 
band of Hebrews escaped from Egyptian slavery 
and, wandering into Canaan, stumbled upon con- 
genial relatives there and gradually built up the rel- 
atively insignificant and culturally inferior kingdom 
of Israel more or less by accident. What conceivable 
meaning could there be to the magnificent and oft- 
repeated theme, “I am the Lord your God who 
brought you up out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of bondage . . . to set you in the land that I 
sware before to your fathers to give unto you?” 


WANTED: RECRUITS! Women Doctors, Teachers, Nurses for 
undenominational, fundamental, evangelistic mission society 
serving since 1860 in: India—China—Japan. For iurther 
information write: Woman’s Union Missionary Suciety of 
America, 45 Astor Place, Room 316, New York 3, N. Y. 


CONSECRATED TEACHERS needed by Christian university in 
the following fields: Education, Home Economics, Business 
Administration, Modern Languages, Social Science. Send 
application to HIS, Box Jn-11, 1444 North Astor, Chicago 10. 


IVCF ALUMNI (including new graduates) whose majors were 
in a scientific field are invited to consider membership ‘n the 
American Scientific Affiliation. This group is made up of 
over a hundred Christians in the field of science, who are 
associated for the purpose of discussion and thought in the 
realm of science and the Christian faith, The A.S.A. has 
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If, on the other hand, God did raise up the Chal- 
dean monarch Nebuchadnezzar to carry Judah into 
captivity in punishment for their sins; if indeed He 
did raise up the Persian king Cyrus later to release 
the captives and allow them to return to their coun- 
try and rebuild the temple and Jerusalem as God 
had promised, then we have cogent and compelling 
evidence for the Biblical premise that God is inter- 
ested in and in control of the affairs of man. More- 
over, we are able to trace a coherent historic pattern 
from the Garden of Eden to the Garden of Gethse- 
mane—a single consistent plan, disclosed through a 
gradually unfolding revelation, of divine grace seek- 
ing rebellious sinners and effecting reconciliation 
between God and man on the cross of Calvary where 
God the Son bore the just punishment of God the 
Father for the sin of mankind. To be properly un- 
derstood all history before and after this great event 
must be seen in relation to it. Consequently, the God 
of creation and of Calvary is at the same time the 
God of history and of current events, and we can 
detect evidence of His working in history, in proph- 
ecy, and in our daily lives. 


In short, if Biblical history is discredited, other 
Biblical truth is proportionately invalidated. How- 
ever, since no significant part of Scripture, spiritual 
or secular, has been proved in error, we can accept 
it all with complete confidence and profit from the 
record it affords of God in history. END 





published two monographs and one book, Modern Science 
and the Christian Faith, and issues a quarterly journal. 
Interested graduates are invited to attend the sixth annual 
convention of A.S.A. to be held this year on August 28 at 
Shelton College, New York City. Further information re- 
garding either the convention program or membership may 
be had from the secretary, H. Harold Hartzler, 107 West 
Plymouth, Goshen, Indiana. 


IVCF STUDENTS living in or near New York City are urged 
to get in touch with William Young at TUckahoe 3-8289 


regarding summer activities. 


1951 GRADS coming home to the New York area are invited 
to participate in the activities of the Alumni Christian Fellow- 
ship. A June dinner is planned in your honor. Register name 


and address at the New York IVCF office, 51 West 75th St. 
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Witnessing 
with 
Tracts 


BY CHARLES E. HUMMEL 








isis ONE SUNDAY evening the subway stopped in 
midtown New York. A smiling woman, obviously 
returning from church, entered and sat down beside 
a university student. Though she was on the subway 
only a few minutes, it was long enough to chat and 
hand the student a booklet. 

His interest aroused, he started to read the story 
of a living Saviour who offers peace with God and 
real purpose in life. During the following days his 
mind turned often to the message of the tract. He 
seriously began to consider the claims of Christ. 
Several weeks later he accepted an invitation to an 
IVCF week-end conference where he came to a per- 
sonal knowledge of Jesus Christ as his Saviour and 
Lord. Last summer he attended Campus in the 
Woods, and this year he has been a leader in his 
IVCF chapter. 

Henry Clay Trumbull, for fifty years a prominent 
speaker to Christian groups, often said that his most 
effective work was done with individuals. (His book 
“Taking Men Alive” based on his experiences in 
personal work, is well worth careful study by all 
Christians.) While our Lord has not called all of 
us to be preachers, He has said, “Follow me, and | 
will make you fishers of men” (Matthew 4:19). 
Individual soul-winning was Christ’s own preferred 
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GOOD-BYE AGAIN 

With the publication of the June issue, HIS 
marks the end of another volume and takes its 
annual summer recess. The next issue will be 
the October number, released about the middle 
of September. 





method of work, and it is His preferred method for 
us today; it is always the most effective way. The 
great success of Christians in the first century was 
due largely to the fact that “every day in the temple 
and at home they did not cease teaching and preach- 
ing Jesus as the Christ” (Acts 5:42, R.S.V.). 

We twentieth-century Christians also have daily 
contacts with many people. And as we follow in the 
footsteps of our Lord, we try to take advantage of 
these opportunities to witness to His saving power 
and grace. In this endeavor there is a valuable re- 
source which is often overlooked—gospel tracts and 
booklets. Perhaps the word tracts conjures up a 
vision of unattractive yellowing leaflets in black type 
and funereal style. Many tracts of a generation ago 
were of this character, but within the last decade 
gospel tracts have become colorful and attractive. 
Today a wide selection of tracts presents the gospel 
in an interesting way. In the important and difficult 
work of personal evangelism we need every avail- 
able resource, and this story of a New York college 
student is only one of many, many instances in which 
tracts have been used by the Holy Spirit to bring 
individuals to Christ. Such stories soon become fa- 
miliar to those who are diligent in tract distribution. 

Tracts may be used in a variety of ways. While 
giving a tract is by no means a substitute for per- 
sonal conversation, yet it may be effective in initiat- 
ing or supplementing a talk on spiritual matters with 
your companion on the bus or train. Each Christian 
might well adopt Henry Trumbull’s life resolve: 
“Whenever I am justified in choosing my subject of 
conversation with another, the theme of themes shall 
have prominence between us, so that I may learn his 
need and, if possible, meet it.” After such a conver- 
sation it is helpful to leave with your friend a book- 
let which clearly explains the essentials of the Chris- 
tian faith. 

There are many times when giving a tract is the 
only means of witnessing. Have you ever considered 
your responsibility as a Christian toward the drug- 
store clerk from whom you bought your toothpaste 
last week? Or the elevator operator? Or the gas 
station attendant? Are these merely chance encoun- 
ters of no particular significance, or are they real 
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opportunities to mediate the love of Christ to those 
who need Him desperately ? 

Then what about the letters you write? Have you 
ever thought of using them to carry the Word of 
God along with your message? There are excellent 
tracts for Christians as well as for non-Christians. 
And there are some especially for children. With a 
little investigation you can find suitable tracts to 
enclose in most of your letters and you will be sur- 
prised at first to discover how often they will be 
really appreciated. 

Perhaps now you are wondering how to select ap- 
propriate tracts. This is an important question, for 
we must have complete confidence in them to use 
them successfully. Each one should be read very 
carefully before it is given. There are still many 
poor tracts being printed; these can do more harm 
than good. A good tract contains Scripture passages 
which are appropriately chosen and carefully ap- 
plied. It may have a story or illustration or simply 
a collection of verses on the essentials of the gospel 
message. In selecting tracts try to put yourself in 
the place of the non-Christian reader. Would your 
interest be aroused? Is the gospel presented clearly 
in words you understand and related to your per- 
sonal need? 


While there are dozens of tract publishers, it is 
possible for you to secure most of the good tracts 
through two sources. National Tract Week, [Ameri- 
can Tract Society] 21 West 46th Street, New York, 
will recommend the best titles from many publishers. 
The Tract Club of America, 411 South Wells, Chi- 
cago 7, has an excellent plan whereby the subscriber 
receives monthly samples of new publications. The 
annual subscription of one dollar is refunded if 
tracts totaling five dollars are purchased during the 
year. Over a period of months it is possible to col- 
lect a variety of excellent leaflets and folders for all 
occasions. A few representative titles are given 
below. 


The manner in which tracts are given out is im- 
portant and determines to a large extent whether 
they will be read. Here are a few pointers on tract 
distribution. 

1. Always have tracts with you. Countless oppor- 
tunities are missed simply because we don’t have a 
tract at the right time. Having good tracts with you 
at all times enables you to take advantage of many 
openings to give out the Word of Life. Never give 
away soiled or wrinkled tracts. A cardboard folder 
is easy to make and will keep them in good condi- 
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tion in a coat pocket or purse. 

2. Be tactful and courteous. Special tracts have 
been designed to approach readers of other faiths 
on their own ground. Have several types with you 
and try to select the most appropriate for each per- 
son. Patience and courtesy are of the utmost impor- 
tance. Often there will not be an opportunity for 
giving a tract to a clerk, motorman, or salesman. 
Don’t give a tract at an inopportune time; wait for 
a few minutes until you feel that it will be accepted 
with interest. For instance, in giving a tract to a 
busy clerk, wait until she has given you change and 
then pass the tract to her, inviting her to read it 
during some leisure moments. 

3. Show real interest in each individual. Friend- 
liness and interest in the other person go a long way 
in making tract distribution successful. For example, 
at a gas station engage the attendant in conversation 
about his work while he is servicing the car. Then 
as you leave give him an appropriate tract. He will 
be much more likely to read it if you have shown 
an interest in him and if you offer it with a smile 
rather than a foreboding countenance. 

4. Wait for a reaction whenever possible. One 
well-known Christian in giving a Gospel of John 
says, “Here is a booklet of good news. It tells how 
Jesus Christ died for our sins; have you ever heard 
about that?” The reply often opens the way for a 
further word. In giving away scores of Gospels in 
this manner, the number of people who appeared to 
resent them could easily be counted on one hand. 

5. Pray ... and pray. Pray for opportunities. 
Then as you give tracts ask God’s blessing on the 
particular message. At the end of the day try to 
recall the different contacts you have made with 
tracts; remember each one you can and pray for 
God’s definite blessing. The seed which has been 
sown must be watered with much prayer. 


If you have not been accustomed to giving out 
tracts you may find it somewhat difficult at first. 
Remember the first time you stood up in front of a 
class to give a talk. As in any undertaking, confi- 
dence grows with practice. Rebuffs will be less fre- 
quent than you anticipate; but even at that, are we 
as Christians to go through life unfamiliar with the 
reproach of the cross of Christ? Paul reminds us 
that “if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are 
lost” (II Corinthians 4:3). A few moments of seri- 
ous reflection upon the condition of those we meet 
and the great compassion of our Lord Jesus Christ 
for the lost will make us forget our own convenience 
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and be eager to share with them the Word of Life. 
Let us never forget that in all of our witness the 
greatest resource is the realization of the presence of 
Christ Himself with us in all circumstances. 

In the New Testament we often find the preaching 
of the gospel likened to sowing seed. “A sower went 
out to sow his seed . . . the seed is the Word of God” 
(Luke 8). The farmer sows thousands of seeds 
knowing that not every one will bear fruit. He real- 
izes that there are many types of soil. While he can- 
not hope to trace the course of each individual seed, 
he knows that the abundance of the harvest will be 
in proportion to his sowing. “He who sows spar- 
ingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully” (II Corin- 
thians 9:6, R.S.V.). Certainly tract distribution is 
a sowing of the good seed of the Word of God. 

We know that there are often many steps to 
Christ. We have met those who are just beginning 
to think seriously of the claims of Christ. Some are 
well along the way to repentance and others are not 
far from the Kingdom. The tract you offer may serve 
to start on the path to the Cross a person for whom 
Christ died. Or it may fall into the hands of some- 
one who has long been seeking God and is ready to 
receive Christ as his Saviour. 

This summer as you leave the familiar faces on 
your campus you will meet many new people. Will 
you consider each contact as a potential opportunity 
for witness for your Lord? Take a good supply of 
tracts with you and give some of these ideas a try. 
Test them in the laboratory of your own experience. 
This summer particularly, claim the promise of the 
Psalmist: “He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing 
precious seed, shall doubtless come again with re- 
joicing, bringing his sheaves with him.” END 





*For non-Christians: Do You Believe Einstein?; The Key 
to Real Life; How to Recognize the Messiah; Do Good 
People Go to Heaven?; How to Be Born Again; The Reason 
Why; The Best Thing in Life; Your Children Will be Like 
You. 

*For Christians: Soul Food; Tips for Tract Users; Power 
Through Prayer; Others May, You Cannot; Christian’s Role 
in National Defense; How to Succeed in Your Christian Life; 
Secret of a Fruitful Life; The Christian’s Guide; God’s Plan 
for You. 

tFor Children: Where Are You Going?; Specially for 
Girls; Why a Boy Should be a Christian. 

*Tracts in these categories are obtainable from Tract Club 
of America, Good News Publishers, 411 South Wells, Chi- 
cago 7. 

tThese and other tracts for children are available from 
Scripture Union, 30 St. Mary Street, Toronto 5. 
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Consecrate your Correspondence 
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W. ALL LOVE to get mail and listen for the mail- 
man if home for vacation—or ask what he brought 
when. we get in from the day’s activities. 

There are three kinds of mail. First, there’s the 
postal card advertising a sale or a free box of some- 
thing. Then there is the printed letter which begins, 
“Dear Subscriber.” And there is the personal letter 
in familiar handwriting which begins, “Dear Ruth” 
or “Dear George.” We pay little attention to the 
first two kinds. But the personal letter we read and 
reread because it is a message from the heart and 
mind of a friend. 

In reading the sixteenth chapter of Romans re- 
cently, | was impressed again with Paul’s personal 
touch, the little personal greetings and words of 
commendation to so many friends: “Greet Priscilla 
and Aquila, my helpers in Christ Jesus” (v. 3); 
“greet Mary, who bestowed much labor on us”; 
“salute Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen”; “greet 
Amplias, my beloved in the Lord.” Paul remem- 
bered his friends. 

In the personal letter we have access to the heart 
of a friend. How about sharing with him something 
of the blessings we find in the Quiet Time? 
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BY MARGARET W. DONALDSON 


Some time ago I was sick for several weeks. | 
was inwardly disturbed at this enforced rest. I 
longed to be at my desk—to catch up on things. 
But.God had a lesson for me. Each morning I was 
able to read a few verses of Scripture and I had 
plenty of leisure to think them carefully through. 
For the first time I found two words in the first 
verse of the twelfth chapter of Hebrews: “Let us 
run with patience the race that is set before us.” 
It seemed as though these two words were heavily 
underlined and God spoke to my heart, giving me 
quiet and peace to journey through convalescence. 
Some months later, I was able to share this thought 
with a young friend in a little hospital in Holland. 
Away from friends and family, she was seriously 
ill and, accustomed to a busy routine of service and 
study, found it hard indeed to accept these days of 
being laid aside. And when this thought was shared 
with her, she too realized the truth of Paul’s ad- 
monition to “run with patience the race that is set 
before us.” 

I often think how very helpful it is to tell our 
friends that they are on our prayer list. To know 
someone is praying for you gives confidence and 
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courage, for prayer is always a link with God. So, 
in writing, let’s remind our friends that their names 
appear on our prayer list, that we are remembering 
them and their needs at the Throne of Grace. Again 
we would use Paul’s pattern: “Wherefore I also... 
cease not to give thanks for you, making mention 
of you in my prayers” (Ephesians 1:15-16). 

Then too, what better method is there than the 
personal letter to tell people of Jesus Christ and 
salvation? We all have acquaintances whose paths 
we have crossed but, for lack of opportunity, have 
not shared with them the joy we find in salvation. 
But the personal letter offers opportunity at any 
time. 


“But,” you say, “it is dificult to move from the 
secular to the spiritual. I have friends on campus 
or in the office and, although I might write a cheery 
note telling of my summer activities, it would be 
hard to move into the deeper things and tell them 
of my relationship with Christ.” 

But would it really be so hard? 

If God has revealed Himself through the lofty 
redwoods of California or the beauty of a summer 
conference site, could we not move from a descrip- 
tion of this natural beauty set in place by the finger 
of God, to the fact that we have found Him fully 
revealed in transforming power in Jesus Christ? We 
need not be unnatural but, in a man-to-man fashion, 
tell those for whom we have an affection and friend- 
ship of the “discovery” of the summer months. Tell 
about meeting Christian friends and reviewing God’s 
goodness. Tell of missing Christian fellowship, or 
describe happy encounters with some who know Him, 
too. 

Reference can be made to churches visited in trav- 
eling; this is an easy introduction to the One at 
whose feet we sit. Tell your friends about your 
Friend in an easy, natural way for is He not “closer 
than breathing and nearer than hands or feet”? We 
are not on a pedestal or in a wholly different cate- 
gory as Christians. We desire only to share with 
others this wonderful and satisfying purpose which 
has come to us, this deep-down peace, this calm in 
chaos, this security in Christ. 

Certainly we find letter-writing difficult. “We have 
no typewriter,” we say. “There is such a study 
schedule to meet.” But let us think of the great 
Apostle. His eyesight was poor. He had no foun- 
tain pen. He had no typewriter. There are obstacles 
in our way, and time is crowded full. But if Christ 
means everything to us and we have a desire to share 
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Him with others, let us try out this simple plan of 
consecrating our correspondence, and let us be truly 
practical in our presentation. How about writing to 
two friends a week this summer—consecrated letters 
—and follow them with a prayer of intercession? 
Let our correspondence be consecrated. It may be 
a mighty means of “restoring the soul” of a friend, 
or bringing courage to the fainthearted, or winning 
a soul to Jesus Christ. END 


EARTH AND HIGH HEAVEN 

(Continued from back cover) 
in need of constant cleansing and forgiveness — 
always falling short of the perfection and glory of 
God even as he praises God for growth in grace and 
victory over sin. 

It is not surprising that many have found it diffi- 
cult to maintain a scriptural balance in the midst 
of this “earth and high heaven” experience. 

Some, realizing something of the infinite holiness 
of God and His matchless grace to sinners, become 
so preoccupied with their sinful selves that they fail 
to appreciate the possibility of victory amid tempta- 
tion. Such victory, however, is not in and through 
themselves but through the risen Saviour by virtue 
of His victory at the Cross over the world, the flesh, 
and the devil. They properly understand that the 
nearer one approaches to God, the more conscious 
he becomes of the exceeding sinfulness of sin. Yet 
they fail to heed the divine command for spiritual 
growth; they neglect to walk in the Spirit that they 
might not fulfill the lusts of the flesh. Some of them 
may even feel that any thought of victory is pre- 
sumptuous self-righteousness and sinful pride. 

Others, forgetting what they continue to be in the 
deceitfulness of their own hearts and not realizing 
much of the holiness and majesty of God, have gone 
to the opposite extreme. They speak glibly of “abso- 
lute surrender”—a dangerous and unbiblical expres- 
sion. This absolute surrender is frequently portrayed 
as a once-for-all act which—along with an appro- 
priation of Christ in His fullness by faith—propels 
them on to a spiritual plateau of victorious Christian 
living. Freedom from the stress and strain of strug- 
gle with the world, the flesh, and the devil is implied 
if not categorically promised. The need for a mo- 
ment-by-moment yielding to Christ with all that this 
involves is not emphasized. The daily confession of 
sin and daily cleansing is scarcely taught. Some 
even go so far as to teach a total eradication of the 
sinful nature and a life of perfection. Through this 
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teaching, some young Christians have been plunged 
into fearful despair. Having been promised a life 
of freedom and victory, to their dismay they find 
themselves in a life of conflict and struggle and 
sometimes defeat. Others, through stressing the need 
to crucify one’s flesh, have been led into morbid in- 
trospection and even mental collapse. 

Where then does the truth lie? Is it between these 
two extremes? Is it not, rather, in both simultane- 
ously but according to the letter and spirit of the 
Bible? I am a sinner saved by grace. I have a new 
life in Christ while still possessing my own sinful 
nature. Although I still fall short of God’s glory, 
I must endeavor to grow by grace into Christian 
manhood and maturity. While I never escape the 





struggle with sin, I may have victory over tempta- 
tion. There is victory over the world, the flesh, and 
the devil through Christ, but I need to be cleansed 
daily from defilement through the Word. A life of 
victory is possible. More than that, it is obligatory. 
We are not to be slaves of sin, even though we con- 
tinue to be sinners. We are to live a resurrection life 
in and through the risen Saviour who indwells us. 
In the stress and strain of life, the Christian by faith 
leans all the harder on Christ who sustains him. We 
know that in ourselves there dwells no good thing 
but that in and through Christ we are made over- 
comers. It is not my victory but Christ’s victory in 
me. I am of the earth earthy, yet | am a child of 
the King.—csw 


SHIR TSLERVE WITVESS 


Across the quadrangle, at the student union, in a dorm room, at a 
week-end retreat—wherever Christian meets non-Christian student, 
you will find Inter-Varsity with its shirtsleeves rolled up for action. 
Here is another in the series of true stories of God’s blessing through 
IVCF. Names and places are fictitious. 


(This month we present the testimony of a student 
nurse.) 


Up until one night last June, I had always been 
a neutral sort of person. I always cast my lot with 
the winning side and was afraid to be different from 
others. I was never close to anyone, however, and 
considered myself “self-made.” In fact, I was so 
independent that when I felt depressed, I took my 
problems to a movie instead of to a- friend. 


For five years before this, my church membership 
was in a liberal congregation. I was a regular Sun- 
day-morning churchgoer until I entered nurses’ train- 
ing. Then I began to find excuses for not going— 
duty hours, disagreement with the doctrine, the 
weather, and so on. I had finally lost what interest 
I had had in the church. 


But this particular night, as I sat in my room, 
I felt completely disgusted: with myself, because of 
my shortcomings and my inability to correct them; 
with others, because of their inconsistencies and 
hypocrisy; with the future, because there didn’t seem 
any meaning to life. In the midst of my introspec- 
tion, a fellow student nurse came in and began to 
talk. She said she admired me for my consistent 


cheerfulness and wondered how I did it. Then I con- 
fessed that down inside I wasn’t a bit happy, that 
the smiles were merely a cover-up. 

Almost before I knew what was happening, my 
friend led me into her room. She and her roommate 
showed me from the Bible that “there is none right- 
eous, no, not one” and that “all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God.” As I came to 
realize my great sinfulness before God, I was swim- 
ming in hot tears. 

Then they told me the Good News that “God hath 
given to us eternal life; and this life is in his Son. 
He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath 
not the Son of God hath not life.” They showed me 
that I could receive God’s gift of salvation and be- 
come His child by believing on His name. 

After an hour of searching the Scriptures, I knelt 
to ask God’s forgiveness and receive His gift. 

Life has been entirely different since then. “Old 
things have passed away, and all things have become 
new.” I never have time any more to be bored with 
life. I treasure my Bible as a constant source of 
light and strength. I no longer have to pretend cheer- 
fulness, for the joy of the Lord is within. 


—ALICE GAZAPIAN 
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“Even if we 






are not willing to Preach...” 





The following are excerpts from recent letters from 
two university Christian groups in China. Transla- 
tion was made by David Adeney. 





Cc UNIVERSITY FELLOWSHIP 

God is seeking to revive our C Fellowship. 
We know that the revival of the Fellowship must first 
start in the individual. Praise God, during the sum- 
mer vacation the Lord let many of the students at- 
tend helpful meetings, and they all brought back to 
school the spiritual strength they had received. . . . 

We arranged the first Fellowship meeting of the 
year to enable us to get to know one another and 
hear reports of what God was doing, thus encourag- 
ing everyone. We felt that our failure in the past 
had been due to lack of prayer, so before our first 
open meeting we arranged for several days of prayer. 
.. » At the beginning of the meeting we sang two 
hymns, one of them being “Soldiers of the Cross.” 
Pastor T then preached on the new life and 
afterwards we had reports from different ones. From 
the very first we were conscious of the Lord’s lead- 
ing, perhaps partly because there was a constant 
chain of prayer throughout the meeting. It lasted 
three hours, but no one left. The sound of praise 
filled the room. We have never had such a meeting 
in C———— before. . 


Following this meeting we started a watchtower 
prayer meeting from 6:40 to 7:00 every evening. 
About thirty attend, and there is a grand spirit. 
May God use prayer to stir us up for future work. 
We cannot boast of ourselves; we can only boast 
that, in our weakness, the grace of Christ can be 
made manifest in us. Will you not praise God with 
us, and | know you will never forget to pray. 


N: 





UNIVERSITY FELLOWSHIP 


The N———— University campus is divided into 
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two parts, about three miles apart. Thus there are 
two separate schools. There are roughly 200 Chris- 
tian students, a keen group of young people who are 
indeed soldiers of God. In our part of the university 
the Christian students number seventy or eighty. 
These Christians are divided into two groups, one 
connected with the IVCF and the other with the 
Little Flock; but we are one in the task to which 
God has appointed us, as we strive together for the 
faith of the gospel... . 

We have two regular meetings each week. One is 
a devotional meeting at which we usually invite an 
outside minister to speak. One is a fellowship meet- 
ing, and after this we have a worker's meeting to 
discuss the problems which are brought up by vari- 
ous individuals, and together we make our decisions. 
In addition, early each morning—not always in the 
same place or with the same numbers— we have a 
prayer meeting to intercede for the work of the Fel- 
lowship and for each other, thus receiving strength 
for each day. 

Recently we have had an immense burden to 
preach the gospel; it has indeed been increasing 
daily as we realize that we have not fulfilled our 
responsibility (and in fact we never can fully repay 
the debt we owe to our Lord) and can only ask God 
to enable us to spend our whole lives in the service 
of the gospel. In recent months we have had two 
special meetings entirely run by members of the 
Fellowship. They do all the inviting, ushering, and 
also preaching — because after all, preaching the 
gospel is the duty of every Christian. Even if we 
can’t preach we must preach, and if we are not will- 
ing to preach we still must do it, because whatever 
happens, the gospel must go forth in order that the 
seed may be scattered. And for this we will gladly 
Gis... END 
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HRepereussions 


SOLVING THE WESLEY PUZZLE 

The statement about Wesley’s hymn in “Sing Your 
Theology This Christmas” [December HIs] puzzled 
me as well as the Rev. Mr. Vollick who questioned 
it in your March issue. [The author, quoting Samuel 
Duffield, said that “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing” 
is “the only one of Methodist Charles Wesley’s hymns 
included in the Church of England Book of Com- 
mon Prayer.”] The enclosed clipping from The Eng- 
lish Churchman of January 26, 1951. helps to ex- 
plain how Duffield made the statement. . . . 
Evanston, Illinois RAYMOND L. HOLLY 

The clipping which Reader Holly kindly sent along 
explained that Tate & Brady's “New Version of the 
Psalms” (first published in 1696) was often bound 
with the Book of Common Prayer. Wesley's “Hark, 
the Herald Angels Sing” was first included in the 
1782 edition of Tate and Brady. “But,” says The 
English Churchman, “we must insist that these 
hymns were never any part of the Book of Common 
Prayer.” — eb. 


AT VARIANCE WITH KISS 

I was rather puzzled by some statements in the 
last His (March). Particularly difficult for me was 
the statement made by Dr. Kiss “that it was never 
profitable when the Church interfered with the prob- 
lems of this world” [in his article “The Christian and 
the State”). Now my question is: Just what is the 
Church going to concern herself with, if not with 
“the problems of this world”? ... If . . . we inter- 
pret the gospel with Dr. Kiss as “never profitable 
when it interferes with the problems of this world,” 
we may presently see the world seeking its solutions 
elsewhere. The incredible social indifference of the 
Church of the 19th century is not the least respon- 
sible for the rise of Communism as a necessity to so 
many people. Let this fact stand to our eternal 
shame. 


Berkeley, California HANS SCHMITT 
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NO CODDLING IN AFRICA 5 
I’ve been bothered by a quotation from a mis- 


sionary . . . [who] wrote that they weren’t on the 
field because they liked it . . . but they were there 
because of Christ’s command [December nis, p. 13]. 
I don’t like that somehow. It makes missionaries 
out to be martyrs. Actually, most of us wouldn’t 
trade places with anyone . . . We are happy in His 
service. It is no different from Christian work at 
home. As for privations, that is nonsense. What you 
don’t have you don’t miss. It all seems very natural. 
We get too coddled at home. . . 


Sakbayeme, Edea, 
French Cameroun 


THE BEDSIDE MANNER : 
The article by Margaret DeWitt on “How Is Your 


Bedside Manner?” [March His] is very striking . . . 
I have experienced what she did in the hospital and 
at home. Much to my dismay, I had to do most of 
the talking. . . . I find that a Christian does not be- 
come lonely in bed if he is in contact with his source 
of Power from on High. .. . 
Toronto, Ontario 
THE MATTER OF FORGIVENESS 

I was just giving belated attention to Robert Fin- 
ley’s article, “What Do I Do Now?” [December nis], 
and I was set back on my heels when he makes the 
statement of this one seeking salvation as follows: 
“But will he not be forgiven? The answer must be 
‘No’. . . Although God is anxious to forgive the 
sinner, He cannot in justice forgive the sinner’s sin.” 
. .. | can’t imagine anything any more confusing or 
irrational to tell a penitent soul. Please ask Mr. Fin- 
ley what he does with I John 1:9—“If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
Wilmore, Kentucky DEE WARREN COBB 

Reader Cobb is of course right, and the article is 


wrong. What could be plainer than I John 1:9? 
The reason this error slipped past the eagle editorial 
eye was in view of the scriptural teaching that God 
does not just pass over sin. It has to be paid for— 
and that payment was the death of Jesus Christ on 
the cross. This is no doubt what Mr. Finley meant 
to say, and what the editors thought he had said.—ep. 
BIBLE SERIES APPRECIATED 

This is just a word of appreciation in regard to 
your current series by Mr. Herbert W. Butt on 
“Tests of Eternal Life” in His. I hope you continue 
including much needed doctrinal studies in your 
fine magazine, for our generation is sorely in need 
of the Truth which alone can make us free. 
Prineville, Oregon NORMAN JONES 


MRS. ROBERT PIERCE 


KEITH WARNER 
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THROUGH THE BIBLE 


FRIDAY, JUNE 1 

ZECHARIAH 14 (1) V. 9 gives the key to 
the period which will be ushered in by the 
events of vv. 1-8. Is the Lord Jesus reign- 
ing as king over all the earth now? Has 
His kingdom come? See Heb. 2:8 and I 
Cor. 15:24, 28. Is He the one Lord of my 
life, or is self usurping that place of au- 
thority? (2) Observe that in that coming 
day Might will no longer be Right. At His 
first coming ‘our Lord demonstrated His 
perfect righteousness, but at His second 
He will show His invincible mightiness 
(vv. 12-19). (3) In that day our differ- 
entiations between the sacred and the pro- 
fane will not be maintained (vv. 20-21). 
Where only was HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD 
inscribed before? See Exod. 28:36-38. 


Could this be written now over every day 
of my week, over the little tasks of drudg- 
ery (“every pot’’) as well as over the time 
set apart for prayer and Bible study? See 
I Cor. 10:31. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 2 

EZRA 1:1-2:70 (1) Consider the amazing 
proclamation of Cyrus. How can it be ac- 
counted for? Read the prophecy given 
almost 200 years before his birth (Isa. 
44:28 and 45:1, 13) and note Dan. 1:21. 
(2) Observe too Cyrus’ sense of honesty 
(vv. 7-8). Am I tempted to think that it 
is too late to rectify wrongs committed 
long ago? Seventy years elapsed between 
vw. 7 and 8. Meditate on Eccles. 3:15b. 
(3) In what two ways did the people re- 
spond to their opportunity (vv. 5-6)? Some 
did both (see 2:68). In what way has the 
Lord stirred up my spirit to aid in the 
building up of His new temple composed 
of living stones? (4) Can I show my 
“father’s house” (2:59)? What proof have 
I that I belong to God’s family? 


SUNDAY, JUNE 3 

EZRA 3 (1) What was the first united ac- 
tivity of the Israelites who returned to 
their land? Who took the leadership? 
With v. 2 cf. Haggai 1:1. What consider- 


HIS, JUNE, 195] 


IN 5 YEARS 


ations governcd the people in offering their 
sacrifices to God? Does God want us to 
worship Him in any way we think best? 
Or has He given us directions? Consider 
Luke 22:19. (2) Contrast the “duty” 
offerings and the “freewill” offerings (vv. 
4-5). Is my service to God limited by that 
which I know to be my duty or is there 
at times that extra offering just because I 
love Him? (3) What act of obedience 
occasioned all the joy and singing of wv. 
10-12? During the captivity Israel had no 
heart for singing (Ps. 137:1-4). Has dis- 
obedience or its punishment taken away 
my desire to praise God? 


MONDAY, JUNE 4 

EzRA 4 (1) How real was the professed 
devotion (v. 2) of the people of the land 
to the God of Israel? For the origin and 
history of these Samaritans see v. 10 and 
II Kings 17:24, 28, 29. Today our chief 
adversary, Satan, still confronts God’s chil- 
dren with the clamor for religious co- 
operation (v. 2). Can it ever be right to 
refuse such offers? On what basis? See 
II Cor. 6:14-18. (2) Had the Jews as yet 
begun to build up the walls of Jerusalem? 
Note the mixture of falsehood (v. 12) and 
truth (v. 15). (3) When lies succeed and 
authorities hinder the witness to Christ on 
my campus, is that the work “ceased” all 
that can be said about the Christians (v. 
24)? Or do we like Peter and John ask 
and receive from the Lord a holy boldness 
and courage to persist (Acts 4:29)? 


TUESDAY, JUNE 5 

EzRA’5 (1) The first expedition of Jews 
from Babylon under Zerubbabel (or Shesh- 
bazzar, v. 14) is dated as 536 B.C. Note 
then the length of time allowed to pass 
before the completion and dedication of 
the temple in 515 B.C. Contrast a heathen 
king’s prompt obedience (1:1) to the 
will of God. (2) How had the situation 
of c. 5 changed from that of c. 4? Had 
the edict of 4:21 been rescinded? Why 
then did the Jews decide to risk the Per- 
sian monarch’s wrath? Read Hag. 1:14. 
(3) Observe that when God purposes any- 
thing, He can move kings (v. 13) and 


rulers (v. 5) to fall in line with His plan, 
or even overrule their decrees (4:21). Cf. 
Dan. 3:28, “changed the king’s word.” Can 
He do this on my campus too? 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6 

EzRA 6 (1) In addition to receiving the 
king’s confirmation for building the tem- 
ple, what did the Jews gain through their 
enemies’ referring the matter to Darius? 
What did Darius add to the decree of 
Cyrus (vv. 8-12)? The curse of v. 12 has 
been literally fulfilled on all who ever 
tampered with the temple, e.g. Antiochus 
Epiphanes, Herod, and the Romans. (2) 
Did the Jews adopt a haughty, “I-told- 
you-so” attitude toward Tatnai and his 
associates? How do I react when I am 
justified before others? Do I just go on 
steadily with my job to the finish (v. 14)? 
(3) What was the chief prerequisite for 
keeping the Passover feast (v. 21)? What 
is the significance of this for a Christian 
who seeks to please God? Read II Cor. 
6:16-17. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 7 

EZRA 7 (1) What was the secret of the 
amazing favor shown by Artaxerxes? See 
vv. 6, 9, 28. Note its threefold repetition. 
When the Lord blesses me in a visible way, 
do I take the credit, letting others think 
it was my own sagacity, diplomacy or 
charming personality that secured me the 
preferment? (2) What was the supreme 
ambition of Ezra’s life.(v. 10)? What is 
my purpose in studying the Scriptures— 
just to gain an intellectual knowledge of 
God’s Word? What was Ezra’s? And note 
that the best training and deepest knowl- 
edge alone are not sufficient qualifications 
for teaching God’s Word. What must char- 
acterize the life? Cf. Matt. 5:19b. 
FRIDAY, JUNE 8 

EzRA 8 (1) Who were conspicuous by their 
absence from Ezra’s company? What steps 
were taken to remedy this situation? Note, 
God can and will supply us with true “men 
of understanding” if we realize our lack 
and definitely seek such. (2) Considering 
the relatively small group of men (1496 in 
all) encumbered with their families and 
possessions (v. 21), the length of the. jour- 
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ney (800 miles) and the great amount of 
treasure they carried (about $1,250,000 in 
silver and $3,000,000 in gold) would not 
an armed escort have seemed essential? 
Why did Ezra not ask for one? What did 
he do instead? (3) At the end of my life’s 
journey shall I be able to give as satis- 
factory an account to God as did the twelve 
priests of what had been committed to 
them (v. 33)? See Rom. 14:12. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 9 

EzRA 9 (1) When Ezra, full of expectancy, 
arrived in the Holy City, what widespread 
sin was brought to his notice? Note, this 
sin had resulted in the very thing (v. 1) 
of which God had warned in forbidding 
His people to amalgamate with other na- 
tions. See Deut. 7:3-4 and 12:30-31. (2) 
What is God’s principle behind this law? 
Is there any application for us as Chris- 
tians? Am I not free to marry whom I 
choose? Read I Cor. 7:39b and II Cor. 
6:14-17. (3) Study Ezra’s prayer. Does 
he hold himself aloof from the nation’s 
guilt? Does he ask God for anything? 
Why not (vv. 10, 13, 14)? Do confession 
of sin and justification of God’s ways find 
any place in my praying? 


SUNDAY, JUNE 10 

EzRA 10 (1) What was the result of Ezra’s 
confession (v. 2)? Observe he acted first 
as a priest speaking to God on the behalf 
of men (c. 9) and only after that as a 
prophet speaking to men on the behalf of 
God (vv. 10-11). If wrongs need to be set 
right, where do I begin? (2) When God’s 
people disobey one of His commands, does 
everything become all right merely by a 
confession of that sin? Can I steal, confess 
it, and then keep what I stole? What did 
Shechaniah know must follow confession 
(v. 3)? Note also v. 11, “make confession 
and ... separate yourselves.” (3) Let your 
imagination take in the cost of putting 
things right with God for those Israelites 
who had married in disobedience to His 
will (vv. 3, 44). Note how such sin in 
particular brings trouble and suffering to 
others as well as to ourselves. Cf. Rom. 
14:7, 

MONDAY, JUNE 11° 

NEHEMIAH 1 (1) Thirteen years after 
Ezra’s expedition (cf. 1:1 with Ezra 7:8), 
God laid the burden of Jerusalem’s plight 
upon Nehemiah, calling him first to pray 
about the need and then sending him to 
meet it. Cf. Matt. 9:38; 10:1, 5, “Pray 
ye... go.” (2) For whom is God’s mercy 
kept (v. 5)? How then can Nehemiah, 
after acknowledging the sins of his nation, 
plead still for mercy? What are his two 
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powerful pleas (vv. 8-11)? Do I claim 
God’s promises when I pray? Have my 
prayers any connection with God’s Word? 
(3) Did Nehemiah content himself with 
vague petitions for an indefinite future 
period? Note well “this day,” “this man” 
(v. 11). Is there something here for me 
to learn? 


TUESDAY, JUNE 12 

NEHEMIAH 2 (1) How could Nehemiah 
pray while he was in conversation with the 
king (v. 4)? Do I pray for wisdom and 
God’s direction the moment a sudden op- 
portunity or call for decision is thrust upon 
me? Over the telephone for instance? But, 
note, behind the ejaculatory prayer of 
Nehemiah were three months of daily in- 
tercession (1:1-2:1). (2) How did Nehe- 
miah account for the amazing favor of the 
king in granting his requests? Where have 
I heard this expression before? See Ezra 
7:6, 9, 28. (3) Note even before Nehe- 
miah’s plan was announced, there were in- 
cipient signs of opposition (v. 10). What 
is one of the first ways in which opposition 
to a work of God makes itself known— 
even today on college campuses (v. 19)? 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 13 

NEHEMIAH 3:1-4:6 (1) The final statement 
of 4:6 is well illustrated in c. 3. Note how 
priests, rulers, and men qualified for posi- 
tions quite distinct from bricklaying (v. 8) 
and even women (v. 12) did their share of 
the menial work. What was the one not- 
able exception (v. 5)? Am I willing to 
put my back into any kind of work for the 
Lord? (2) The opposition becomes more 
scornful (4:2, 3). With what end in view? 
Contrast their estimate of “these feeble 
Jews” with God’s expectation given some 
time previously (Hag. 2:4). (3) If 
tempted to criticize Nehemiah’s prayer, let 
me ask myself how I meet derision—solely 
by prayer or by further derision? 


THURSDAY, JUNE 14 

NEHEMIAH 4:7-23 (1) What new turn did 
the opposition take here? It may not be 
limited to laughter in my experience either. 
Note the twofold defense (v. 9). Does one 
render the other superfluous? (2) Then 
came even harder testings—discouragement 
from within the ranks. So perhaps, like 
Judah, my own heart quails before the task 
God assigns (v. 10), or, like the Jews 
round about, my friends say, “It can’t be 
done” (v. 12). (3) But Nehemiah said, 
“Remember the Lord . . . and fight” (v. 
14). Then what did God do in relation to 
the enemy (v. 15)? And how was the 
internal discouragement overcome (v. 20) ? 





FRIDAY, JUNE 15 

NEHEMIAH 5 (1) No wages were paid for 
the building of the wall. Thus the re. 
sources of the poor gave way and the rich 
took every advantage of them. To what 
did this lead (v. 1)? Cf. Acts 6:1. (2) 
What were the three unanswerable con- 
siderations pointed out by Nehemiah (vy. 
7-9)? To take interest on a loan had been 
absolutely forbidden by God among His 
people (Lev. 25:35-37 and Deut. 23:19-20), 
Hence to do so was breaking God’s law 
(v. 7). (3) In contrast note the spirit and 
actions of .the man God had raised up as 
a governor. Why did he forego his salary? 
Compare Paul’s decision at Corinth (II 
Cor. 11:9). What is my attitude toward 
entering Christian work—to get all I can 
or to give all I can? 


SATURDAY, JUNE 16 

NEHEMIAH 6 Observe three ways in which 
the opposition further manifested itself and 
still does today: (1) A plea for discussion 
(not now for co-operation, Ezra 4:2). 
Could Nehemiah by hours of discussion 
have produced the same marvelous result 
that he did by carrying on the important 
job assigned by God—without deviation 
(vv. 3, 15)? (2) Slander and blackmail 
(vv. 6-7). Note its purpose (v. 9). What 
was Nehemiah’s instantaneous counter- 
offensive? Have I learned to handle my 
spiritual weapons readily? See II Cor. 
10:4. (3) Laying a trap (v. 10). For what 
end (v. 13)? Nehemiah knew and _ be- 
lieved the verse that begins, “The fear of 
man bringeth a snare but... ” (Prov. 
29:25). Do I know and believe it too? 


SUNDAY, JUNE 17 

NEHEMIAH 7:1-8:18 (1) On what ground 
did Nehemiah entrust special responsibil- 
ity to his brother (v. 2)? On the ground 
of their relationship? Why did he take 
care to associate another man with him? 
(2) What was the first act of the Israelites 
(8:1) once the wall of Jerusalem had been 
completed (6:15) and even before they 
built their own houses (7:4)? What was 
the special work of the Levites and those 
mentioned by name (vv. 4, 7)? Can you 
think of other instances where God pro- 
vided for those desirous of understanding 
the Scriptures? See Luke 24:27, Acts 
8:30-35. Will He do the same for me? 
(3) What should always be the result of 
understanding God’s Word? See wv. 14, 16. 


MONDAY, JUNE 18 

NEHEMIAH 9:1-23 (1) Note the order in 
v. 3—reading of the law, then confession 
and worship. What is its significance? 
Compare Rom. 3:20b. Would this order 
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make my Quiet Time more meaningful? 
(2) The words of the Levites were in the 
nature of a summary and a meditation on 
the Scriptures just read. Note where it 
begins (v. 6, cf. Gen. 1:1) and how it 
ends (vv. 36-37). (3) Observe God’s pur- 
poses for the seed of Abraham and all He 
did for them. What was their continual 
response to such a God? How did they 
value the excellent laws He gave them 
(vv. 13, 16)? What is my response to the 
Lord Jesus for all He has done, and how 
do I treat His commands? Think over 
John 14:21. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 19 

NEHEMIAH 9:24-38 (1) Contrast the con- 
dition of Israel in v. 24 with that in wv. 
36-37. Why this reversal? Am I a con- 
queror or just a slave in the spiritual war- 
fare against sin? Read Rom. 6:12, 14. 
(2) Note the great stress put on Israel’s 
attitude towards God’s Word, both through 
the law and the prophets (vv. 26-30). What 
connection had this with their conduct and 
with their fortunes? Almost invariably sin 
and antagonism to other Christians on the 
part of a child of God can be traced to 
neglect of the Bible (v. 26). Note God’s 
purpose and activity in such a case (v. 
29). (3) Compare the twofold confession 
of the Levites (v. 33) with the future uni- 
versal confession of mankind (Rom. 3:19 
and Phil. 2:11). 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20 

NEHEMIAH 10 (1) The names of those who 
signed this solemn agreement with God 
are still on record and have never been 
erased. Where is my name written if I 
have promised God that I will live for 
Him who died for me? See Luke 10:20 
and Rev. 20:12, 15. (2) On the basis of 
vy. 28, what should be the main qualifica- 
tion for allowing children to enter into 
fellowship with any group of believers? 
Cf. 8:2. (3) Did severe taxes cause those 
who had decided to put the Lord first, to 
cut down on their giving Him the tenth 
of all their income? Note v. 37 in connec- 
tion with 9:36-37. Does God allow His own 
to become too poor to give? Study II Cor. 
9:8, 11 and Acts 3:6, 

THURSDAY, JUNE 21 

NEHEMIAH 11:1-12:26 (1) What plan was 
adopted to populate Jerusalem itself? Was 
it a desirable place in which to live just 
then? See 7:4. What splendid example of 
self-sacrifice did some make voluntarily? 
Note how often the Scriptures emphasize 
God’s delight in willing offerings (e.g. 
Judg. 5:9; Ps. 110:3; II Cor. 9:7). (2) 
Vv. 25-35 show the actual fulfillment of a 
prophecy God gave through Jeremiah at a 
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time when it seemed that the history of 
Israel as a nation was ended. See Jer. 
32:15, 43, 44. (3) After the captivity 
Israel was not governed by kings, although 
the royal line continued unbroken. Who 
then were looked upon as their chiefs 
(vv. 12, 22, 23)? Note, the functions of 
both king and priest are united in our 
chief, Jesus Christ. Cf. Zech. 6:13. 
FRIDAY, JUNE 22 

NEHEMIAH 12:27-47 (1) What was the out- 
standing emotion that characterized the 
dedication of the wall? How could this 
emotion be accounted for (v. 43) and how 
was it expressed? Does this characterize 
my life, or are those about me more con- 
scious of my struggles, strains and stresses? 
With v. 43b cf. 8:10 and II Cor. 6:10. 
(2) The two kinds of sacrifices mentioned 
in Heb. 13:15-16 are well illustrated here 
—first the sacrifice of praise to God, then 
the sacrifice of sharing with men what 
God has entrusted to us (v. 44). (3) Not 
only did the people give a tithe of all 
their income to the Lord’s work and so 
support the Levites, but these Levites in 
turn gave a tenth of all they received to 
the priests. Do I think a tenth too much 
to give to God? 

SATURDAY, JUNE 23 

NEHEMIAH 13:1-14 (1) What caused Israel 
to become aware of the sin of allowing 
God’s enemies to worship with them (vv. 
1-3) ? Obedience immediately followed 
conviction. Is this true of me every time 
I become conscious of any sin? (2) What 
flagrant violation to God’s holy temple was 
allowed in Nehemiah’s absence? Who was 
Tobiah? See 2:10; 3:7; 6:1, 12. Compare 
Nehemiah’s energetic severity with that ‘ir 
Matt. 21:12 and that enjoined in II Cor. 
10:6. (3) Note how disobedience on the 
part of a priest (v. 5) tended to make the 
people disobedient and resulted in priva 
tion for God’s servants (v. 10). Contrast 
the blessing promised for obedience in giv- 
ing—Mal. 3:10. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 24 

NEHEMIAH 13:15-31 (1) Are words of rep- 
rimand alone sufficient to correct persistent 
abuses? Observe the various measures Ne- 
hemiah used to implement his words (wv. 
8, 19, 25, 28). Am I afraid to use the 
authority entrusted to me decisively? Do 
I care more for men’s good opinion of me 
than for God’s? For which did Nehemiah 
(vv. 14, 29, 31)? (2) It has been well 
pointed out that in mixed marriages the 
children readily follow the example and 
speech of the parent who knows not God 
(vv. 23-24). What would be the equivalent 
of a “strange” wife today? This is a most 


solemn matter, for certain marriages can 
“defile” the very ministry of a servant of 
God (v. 29). Is my heart cleansed now 
(v. 30) from every tendency to a “strange” 
marriage? 

MONDAY, JUNE 25 

PSALM 84 The theme of this psalm is the 
temple, signifying the visible presence of 
Jehovah and those who serve there. Spir- 
itually, the psalm speaks of the blessed- 
ness of intimate communion with God. 
(1) The use of Selah divides the psalm 
into three strophes of 4 verses each. The 
first speaks of the temple and those who 
are there; the second of those who are on 
their way to the temple; the third of those 
who are about to begin the journey. Study 
each section with this in mind. (2) See 
the R.V.’s rendering of v. 5: “In whose 
heart are the highways to Zion.” Does the 
desire for fellowship with God fill my 
heart today? (3) Note the beatitudes in 
vv. 4, 5, 12. (4) Memorize v. 11. 
TUESDAY, JUNE 26 

psALM 85 A prayer for deliverance from 
present distress (vv. 4-7) is based upon a 
past deliverance, called the captivity of 
Jacob (vv. 1-3), and assurance of God’s 
mercy and faithfulness (vv. 8-13). (1) 
This is a Psalm of Revival (vv. 6-9). What 
is the immediate result of prayer for re- 
vival? Cf. v. 6b. Is God the center of my 
joy? A true revival brings a revival of 
interest in the Word of God (v. 8). (2) 
Mercy and truth meet together in the Cross 
(v. 10), “a trysting place where heaven’s 
love and heaven’s justice meet.” (3) Note 
R.V. on last clause of v. 13: “shall make 
his footsteps a way to walk in.” Cf. I Pet. 
2:21-23. What does it mean to follow in 
His footsteps today? 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27 

PSALM 86 (1) This psalm is designated 
“a prayer of David.” The fact that it is 
made up of fragments of other psalms in- 
dicates the value of a knowledge of Scrip- 
ture in enriching our prayer life. What 
use do I make of the Word of God in my 
prayer life? Note that the value of prayer 
does not consist in originality, provided it 
genuinely expresses the desire of my heart. 
(2) The Lord is mentioned in every verse 
except one. Which one? Are our prayers 
centered in Him or in ourselves? (3) 
What is said about the character of God 
that is a basis for prayer? Cf. vv. 5, 10, 
13, 15. (4) What reasons does David give 
for God hearing and answering and giving 
what he needs? 


THURSDAY, JUNE 28 
PSALMS 87 AND 88 (1) The two psalms are 


in vivid contrast. Psalm 87 is full of joy; 


33 








Psalm 88 is deep in gloom, its only ray of 
hope in the name by which the writer ad- 
dresses Jehovah as the “God of my salva- 
tion” (88:1). (2) Psalm 87 is a divine 
commentary on 86:9. Cf. also Zech. 2:10- 
11; Isa. 60:1-3. Zion is to be God’s dwell- 
ing-place, and the means of blessing to the 
whole world. Rahab (87:4) is Egypt. Cf. 
Isa. 51:9; Ps. 89:10. (3) Many expositors 
have connected Psalm 88 with the suffer- 
ings of Christ in Gethsemane and on the 
cross. Think of this as you study the 
psalm. Why was God’s face hidden from 
Him (88:14)? 


FRIDAY, JUNE 29 

psALM 89 The background for this psalm 
is the Davidic Covenant (II Sam. 7:5-17). 
(1) What expressions are applied to David 
that can also be applied to the Lord Jesus 
Christ? (2) The first 4 verses contain the 
entire psalm in a nutshell. Trace the ideas 
of mercy, faithfulness, covenant, seed, and 
throne through the entire psalm. (3) The 
word faithfulness occurs 7 times (see R.V. 
on v. 49). Where and under what circum- 
stances does it occur? What does God’s 
faithfulness mean to you today? (4) The 
Doxology (v. 52) marks the close of Book 
III of the Psalter. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 30 

INTRODUCTION TO THE EPISTLE OF JAMES: 
James, the author, is commonly believed 
to be the half-brother of the Lord Jesus 
and Bishop of the Jerusalem church, an 
upright Hebrew who was stoned to death 
in 63 A.D. 

The Epistle of James is the most Jewish 
writing in the New Testament. It could fit 
in the Old Testament, but it has the spirit 
of Christ and is saturated with the prin- 
ciples of the Sermon on the Mount. It is 
not a theological discussion, but an ethical 
appeal. It does not deal with the root of 
the Christian life, but with its fruit. It is 
written to the Jews and hits most heavily 
on the sins of love of money and position, 
impatience, ill temper, and an uncontrolled 
tongue. There is a note of unapologetic 
authority that would be expected from the 
leader of the Jerusalem church in the years 
after Pentecost. 


JAMES 1:1-18 (1) According to wv. 2-4, 
what will trouble do for the child of God? 
Why is patience the road to perfection? 
(2) What does v. 5 reveal about God? 
What characterizes the personality of the 
one who doubts His power and goodness 
(vv. 6-8)? To what extent does this de- 
scribe me? (3) What happens to riches 
and fame? Is this true? (4) According 
to v. 12, what is the real reason for en- 
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during temptation and for receiving the 
crown? What is the source of temptation? 
If lust is defined as the selfish desire of 
the heart, where is outward sin conceived? 
What is God’s purpose for His children 
(v. 18; John 1:13)? 


JULY 





SUNDAY, JULY 1 

JAMES 1:19-27 (1) According to wv. 19-20, 
where does too much talking lead? (2) 
If a humble desire to learn is the prere- 
quisite of a good listener, what is the pre- 
requisite for hearing God’s Word (v. 21)? 
With what attitude must one receive it? 
What is the result (see I Pet. 1:22-23)? 
(3) After one hears and takes to himself 
the truth God offers in Christ, what must 
he do (vv. 22-25)? Why (v. 26; see Heb. 
6:4-6 and 4:11)? (4) What two basic ele- 
ments is James driving at in v. 27 that 
characterize “pure religion” (i.e., pure 
faith in and fellowship with God)? Make 
these rules of living for today. 
MONDAY, JULY 2 

James 2:1-13 (1) What great sin does 
James deal with in v. 4? Have we any 
authority from God or any right within 
ourselves to pass judgment on others (cf. 
Rom. 14:10 and 2:1 with v. 4)? What is 
God’s criterion (v. 5)? Have I been guilty 
of withholding God’s truth from one and 
Christian fellowship from another by mak- 
ing him feel uncomfortable and unwanted? 
With what scriptural command does James 
indict all who show partiality? (2) What 
is my hope in facing God’s judgment (vv. 
12-13)? Have I realized the mercy of God 
to me in Christ? Read Rom. 5:6-9. Can 
I do less than regard all others with that 
same mercy and love? 

TUESDAY, JULY 3 

JAMES 2:14-26 (1) Meditate on wv. 14-18. 
What is the purpose of faith in God (Rom. 
10:9-10)? What is the automatic result 
(II Cor. 5:17; Eph. 2:10)? What is the 
proof of real faith (v. 18)? (2) What is 
the difference between the belief the 
demons have about God and the belief of 
a man of faith? (3) Obedience to God’s 
Word was Abraham’s great victory. Why 
did he obey (see Gen. 22:8)? Do I obey 
God from fear, or with the confidence that 
He is good and will solve any difficulty the 
obedience may create? Consider v. 26. Is 
anything less than obedience real faith? 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 4 

JAMES 3 (1) Note how this chapter ampli- 
fies subjects mentioned in cc. 1-2, wisdom 





being the central thought (1:5). What 
does v. 1 mean? Consider v. 3. Compare 
yourself with the picture of wv. 9-12. (2) 
According to v. 13, what is wisdom? Cf. 
Prov. 1:7 and 8:35: Wisdom personified is 
speaking here. And who is wisdom per- 
sonified (see I Cor. 1:30)? (3) What is 
the source of the evil tongue (vv. 14-16)? 
(4) In your own words, describe the wis- 
dom from above. Does this characterize 
you? 

THURSDAY, JULY 5 

games 4:1-12 (1) According to wv. 1-2, 
what are the causes and result of “wars 
and fightings” among Christians? Note 
one of the necessary qualifications for an- 
swered prayer (v. 3). (2) Read wv. 45 
with I John 2:15-17. What gross sins does 
James mention in this chapter? Remem- 
ber, he is writing to Jews—hence the term 
adulteress, for Israel was often referred to 
in the Old Testament as the unfaithful 
wife of Jehovah. What is the desire of 
your inmost being—things, fame, er God? 
(3) What is involved in real repentance 
of sin (vv. 8-10)? Explain it in your own 


words. Do it. 
FRIDAY, JULY, 6 
JAMES 4:13-5:6 (1) What is the true 


Christian’s basic attitude of life (vv. 13- 
15)? Independence leads to the sin of v. 
16. Memorize v. 17 as a definition of sin. 
(2) What will happen to all the desirable 
things of civilization? What is God’s pur- 
pose in entrusting to anyone more than he 
needs (cf. Rom. 12:8, R.S.V.)? (3) V. 6 
pictures the great sin and the great sub- 
mission involved in the condemnation and 
death of Christ. Read John 19:8-1]. What 
does Christ’s silence before Pilate and His 
accusers (v. 6) mean? Note the cry of v. 
1. A consistently negative attitude to God’s 
voice brings deafness so that He is heard 
no more. 


SATURDAY, JULY 7 

JAMES 5:7-20 (1) Read 1:2-4 with 5:7-8. 
For what is the Christian to wait? What 
should be true of him after the waiting 
period (1:4)? Who is at work during the 
period of waiting (v. 7)? What makes 
patience in trouble possible (vv. 9-11)? 
(2) Consider v. 12. What within us causes 
us to exaggerate, ejaculate, and emphasize 
wrongly? In the light of this verse, read 
1:19 and 3:2-5. (3) Consider vv. 16-18 in 
the light of 4:3 and 1:5-8. What kind of 
prayer changes people and things? In con- 
nection with the problem of faith healing, 
observe these things: a. the prayers of 
Christians do avail; b. natural means have 
a place (e.g., oil); c. where it is God’s 
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will to heal, He gives the gift of faith. (4) 
In vv. 19-20, two kinds of people are men- 
tioned. In which group are you? 
SUNDAY, JULY 8 

PROVERBS 22:17-23:25 (1) Am I willing to 
learn from God (v. 17)? What respon- 
sibility goes with receiving any part of 
God’s truth (v. 21)? Have I been faith- 
ful in this? (2) What is the advice con- 
cerning friendship with people who have 
greater material possessions than I? Why 
(see vv. 4-5)? (3) The relationship be- 
tween God-fearing parents and children is 
one of loving authority inspiring loving 
obedience. Consider vv. 13-14 in the light 
of Eph. 6:1-4 and Heb. 12:7-11. What 
has been my attitude toward my parents’ 
chastening? What must it be toward 
God’s? (4) What is my responsibility to- 
ward my parents in their old age (v. 22) ? 
MONDAY, JULY 9 

PROVERBS 23:26-24:34 (1) Consider the de- 
tailed accuracy of the picture of drunken- 
ness (vv. 29-35). (2) Eternal death awaits 
the person who does not know Jesus Christ. 


Am I one who holds back the unbeliever - 


from spiritual suicide (v. 11), or do I 
alibi to God (v. 12)? Read James 4:19-20, 
(3) God’s wisdom is personified in Jesus 
Christ and what He did for us on the 
cross (cf. I Cor. 1:30 and Prov. 8:30-31). 
Consider vv. 13-14 in the light of this truth. 
Do I experience Christ in this sweet, vital 
way? (4) List the sins to be avoided in 
vy. 24-34, and ask yourself if you are guilty 
of any of them. 

TUESDAY, JULY 10 

PROVERBS 25 (1) What is the practical ad- 
vice of vv. 8-10? Am I honest, private, 
and direct with my friends when disagree- 
ment separates us? (2) Read wv. 19 and 
26 together. Do others look to me for 
help? Do they find it? Have I weakened 
another by poor example? Or intentionally 
bypassed opportunities to speak for Christ 
or the cause of righteousness? What can 
I do about it now? (3) Can I apply the 
familiar words of vv. 21-22 in some per- 
sonal relationship? (4) Note how v. 28 
sums up the chapter. Restraint or self- 
control is the key to wv. 8, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
23, 27. Cf. Rom. 6:13. Do I yield myself 
daily to the restraining power of the Holy 
Spirit? 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 11 

PROVERBS 26 (1) In wv. 1-12 consider the 
hopelessness of the fool. How does the 
truth of v. 4 affect one’s witness for Christ 
(see Matt. 7:6)? Note the comparison 
between a fool and a self-sufficient, con- 
ceited person. (2) Consider the sluggard’s 
excuse in v. 13. How does it compare with 
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mine when there is work to do for God 
and I refuse? (3) Read wv. 20-22 with 
Jas. 3:5-8. How much of my listening and 
speaking privately has for its motive a 
secret delight in the failures of others? 
Meditate on Phil. 4:8. 

THURSDAY, JULY 12 

PROVERBS 27 (1) With v. 1, read Jas. 4:13- 
16. Analyze v. 5. Why is this true? What 
is the truth in v. 10? (2) Consider wv. 9 
and 17. Real friendship, or the sharing of 
life, develops and chisels character. Does 
this characterize my friendships? (3) What 
is the great truth of v. 19? If all of us 
have the same inner needs, how does this 
truth affect my witness for Christ? (4) 
Meditate on vv. 23-27. List God’s faithful 
daily provisions for your needs. Read 
Psalm 104. 

FRIDAY, JULY 13 

PROVERBS 28 (1) In reading the chapter, 
look for sins of the will. List the sins con- 
cerned with material things. What does 
the chapter teach as to the happiness to 
be found in riches? (3) Consider wv. 25-26. 
What is the “wise walk” of trust? (4) 
What verse tells us what to do with our 
known sin? Are you seeking to cover 
yours? 

SATURDAY, JULY 14 

PROVERBS 29 (1) List the characteristics of 
the “righteousness” as suggested in this 
chapter (vv. 2, 6, 7, 16, 27). (2) In what 
sense can “vision” be said to restrain a 
people (v. 18)? See Heb. 11:27. (3) 
What saying and parable of Jesus does 
v. 23 suggest? See Luke 18:9-14. (4) 
According to v. 25 with what word does 
“trust” seem to be parallel? In what sense 
could there be fear in faith? (5) Medi- 
tate on the approval that really counts. 
Whose approval are you seeking (v. 26)? 
SUNDAY, JULY 15 

PROVERBS 30 (1) Is there an intimation of 
the incarnate Son of God in wv. 1-4 (see 
John 1:3 and Eph. 4:9-10)? (2) Meditate 
on the extent to which you impose your 
own thinking and words on what you know 
God desires for youe(v. 6). (3) Are you 
willing to make the words of wv. 7-9 your 
prayer? What temptation is involved in 
poverty? In riches? Do you fit into any 
of the classifications of vv. 11-14? (4) 
Meditate on the truths in these series of 
proverbs: vv. 15-17, 18-20, 21-23, 24-28, 
29-31. What is the lesson of vv. 32-33 if 
we want to bring glory to God and not to 
ourselves? 

MONDAY, JULY 16 

PROVERBS 31 (1) If there is power in strong 
drink to destroy kings, are you strong 
enough in yourself to resist its power? 


What is the only justification for any king 
or government (vv. 8-9)? (2) List in 
twentieth-century words the characteristics 
of a virtuous woman as found in vv. 10-31. 
Why should the book of Proverbs close 
with a eulogy of a woman? What has been 
the root of much of the sin mentioned in 
the preceding chapters? (3) The secret of 
this woman’s amazing virtues is found in 
v. 30. Has the study of this book helped 
you to experience in reality the fear of the 
Lord, i.e. awe-ful trust? (4) Consider the 
results of establishing the law of kindness 
on your tongue. 


TUESDAY, JULY 17 
INTRODUCTION TO THE GOSPEL OF JOHN: 


John’s Gospel was the last to be written 
and much of John’s material is not found 
anywhere else. John’s purpose in writing 
it was definite (see 20:31). .His method 
also seems clear. It is summarized in 1:14. 
John describes the glory of God in a num- 
ber of scenes which point to the personifi- 
cation of God’s glory in Christ and to the 
character of that glory. As you read each 
incident, therefore, ask, “In what way do 
I ‘behold His glory’ in this, and what does 
it reveal of His character?” Then read 
Rom. 8:29 for the practical application of 
each day’s revelation of the glory of God 
in Christ. 

JOHN 1:1-18 (1) What do we learn from 
John’s “preface” about a. who Christ was; 
b. His character; c. the results of His 
coming? (2) What things does the writer 
claim to be true of the Word? How many 
of them can you recall Christ later claim- 
ing for Himself? (3) Could you explain 
to someone unfamiliar with this passage 
how to “receive Him” (v. 12)? 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 18 

JouN 1:19-34 (1) What definite tasks did 
John have (vv. 8, 31, 34; also Luke 1:17, 
76-77)? (2) If John was successful in his 
ministry, what was likely to be the result 
for him personally (cf. v. 37)? Am I pre- 
pared for this kind of result from my best 
efforts for God? (3) How did John dis- 
tinguish the Son of God among the thou- 
sands who came to be baptized? How were 
others to recognize Him (cf. 20:30-31; 
Matt. 16:16-17)? (4) Why was John bap- 
tizing (vv. 25-31)? 

THURSDAY, JULY 19 

JOHN 1:35-51 (1) As mén began to be 
attracted to Him, note how Christ was care- 
ful not to let His glory be cheapened by 
the idea that the Son of God might be a 
mere magician, or anything less than di- 
vinely empowered. (2) It was a long time 
before the disciples got the real answer to 
their question of v. 38. What was it (see 
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14:2-3) ? 
ticular reason why Simon should have been 
attracted to Christ by what he heard? 


(3) Can you suggest any par- 


FRIDAY, JULY 20 

JouN 2:1-12 (1) John chooses seven or 
eight miracles (or “signs”) that especially 
“declared the Father” (1:18) for descrip- 
tion. Here is the first (see v. 11). What 
does it show us of God’s glory? What was 
the situation of the hosts before and after 
the miracle? (2) What did Christ mean 
by “Mine hour is not yet come”? Do I 
know anything of this detailed obedience 
to God’s will as my only guide to service? 
(3) Upon what human detail did this first 
manifestation of God's glory depend for 
fulfillment (v. 8)? This is basic to all 
God’s revelation of Himself. 

SATURDAY, JULY 21 

JOHN 2:13-25 (1) What do you notice 
about the “signs” that Christ offered the 
Jews (v. 18; Matt. 12:38-40)? Of how 
much immediate use were they? Contrast 
them with the signs He voluntarily offered 
but which they would not accept (vv. 1-11; 
cf. 5:10-16). (2) Something apparently 
had happened to the House of God (cf. 
II Chron. 5:13-14; Ps. 26:8). What was 
it (Matt. 23:38)? Where was God’s glory 
now? (3) What was, and is, in man 
(v. 25; see Isa. 64:6; Jer. 17:9; Rom. 
8:7)? 

SUNDAY, JULY 22 

JOHN 3:1-21 (1) In v. 3 Christ, evidently 
knowing what Nicodemus was going to 
say, interrupted him. What do you suppose 
he was going to say? (2) This is a well- 
known passage in which Christ dealt with 
“a man” (cf. 2:25). Can you summarize 
Christ’s argument? On what points was 
He insisting? What two kinds of “things” 
did He distinguish? Why is this split im- 
portant? (3) Meditate on the phrase, “He 
that believeth not,” in v. 18. Whom does 
this include? What about the “seeker for 
truth”? 


MONDAY, JULY 23 

JOHN 3:22-36 (1) What principles of 
Christian service are found in vv. 29-30? 
By what should we judge someone else’s 
service (cf. Phil. 1:18; Acts 11:17)? Medi- 
tate on the practical aspects of v. 30. (2) 
There is nothing to show who is speaking 
in vv. 31-36. But note the emphasis of 
v. 32, and cf. v. 11 and I John 1:1-3 (fol- 
low the sequence into Isa. 43:9-13!). (3) 
Notice v. 33; this should be a reminder to 
us when we are tempted to turn away from 
God. We cannot go back and He will not 
(II Tim. 2:13), for we have accepted Him 
as “true.” 
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TUESDAY, JULY 24 

JOHN 4:1-26 (1) What was the background 
of the split described in v. 9? See I Kings 
16:29; II Kings 17:24. Feeling ran high 
(cf. 8:48). (2) Can you follow the wom- 
an’s train of thought? With what two sub- 
jects is the conversation occupied? Can 
you see how, although the second was in- 
troduced by the woman herself, Christ fit- 
ted it to what He had been saying? What 
is the link or similarity between the two? 
(3) Formerly, where the people wor- 
shiped was important (v. 20; cf. Deut. 
12:5; I Kings 12:26-29; II Chron. 6:5-6). 
Now what mattered was how they wor- 
shiped (vv. 23-24; I Cor. 5:7-8; Phil. 3:3). 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 25 

JOHN 4:27-42 (1) Study carefully the con- 
text of Christ’s well-known remark in v. 
35. What use is He making of this argu- 
ment? What is its practical importance 
for us? (2) Notice Christ’s emphasis on 
the unity of His service, among those who 
are sowing the one true seed (Mark 4:14). 
(3) What two reasons are given here for 
some of the Samaritans believing on 
Christ? Have I heard Christ’s word for 
myself, as well as hearing of Him? 


THURSDAY, JULY 26 

JOHN 4:34-54 (1) Here we come to an- 
other of John’s special “signs.” Notice that 
Jesus did nothing; He simply foretold what 
was happening. Of what, then, was this a 
sign to the bystanders? (2) Notice the 
sequence of “belief” here (vv. 48, 50, 53). 
Throughout the Gospel, continue to ask 
whenever someone is said to believe, “Jn 
what does this person believe?” In what 
way do I believe in Christ—as a miracle 
worker, a good man, or as Son of God 
and Saviour? 


FRIDAY, JULY 27 

JOHN 5:1-18 (1) Notice the special fea- 
ture of this sign—Christ didn’t wait for 
the angel (v. 4)! So His glory appeared 
in contrast to that of the angels (see Heb. 
1:4-14 and 2:5-9). (2) Notice how, as 
often happened, as soon as Christ had per- 
formed some miracle, the moral basis of 
His action was challenged (cf. Mark 3:4, 
22). (3) Christ made it possible for a 
lame man to walk. Is there a spiritual 
parallel (Rom. 6:4; 13:13)? 

SATURDAY, JULY 28 

JOHN 5:19-29 (1) Vv. 19ff. are Christ’s 
answer to specific charges made against 
Him by the Jews. What were the charges? 
How did He answer them? Note the as- 
pects of His work on which He insists in 
this chapter. (Trace, for example, His use 
of the word sent.) Can you summarize 





His case? (2) What two balancing claims 
does Christ make regarding His judgment 
(vv. 22-30)? (3) Meditate on the rela- 
tionship pictured in v. 19. Do I know any- 
thing of this kind of dependence? 
SUNDAY, JULY 29 

JOHN 5:30-47 (1) In this section, Christ 
points out that the claims He was criticized 
for making (v. 18) were a. not loose ones 
but based on a clearly defined relationship 
(vv. 19-30) and b. not isolated but backed 
by ample evidence. What kinds of evi- 
dence? How much convincing do I need? 
(2) What help does this section offer a 
person seeking eternal life (vv. 24, 40)? 
(3) What necessary attitude to the Scrip- 
tures is suggested by v. 47? (4) What 
were the works Christ had been given to 
finish? 

MONDAY, JULY 30 

JOHN 6:1-21 (1) In this chapter, which 
deals mainly with “bread,” what word ac- 
tually occurs most frequently? Do you see 
any connection between these two things 
(v. 51)? (2) In the Gospels, context is 
always important. What do we learn from 
the fact that these two “signs” are placed 
side by side (vv. 1-14; 15-21)? (3) How 
could the crowd have improved its conclu- 
sion (v. 14) in the light of later evidence? 
See Luke 22:19. (4) Notice the practical 
expression of Christ’s dependence on the 
Father—He gave thanks (v. 11). 
TUESDAY, JULY 31 

JOHN 6:22-40 (1) Notice the similarity be- 
tween the crowd interested in bread and 
the woman asking for water (4:10-15): 
again a failure to grasp “heavenly things” 
(cf. Matt. 16:11). (2) What other kinds 
of, bread are here contrasted with the 
“bread of life” (vv. 4, 31)? Notice how 
each relates to the idea of “feeding on 
Christ”’—one recalling redemption (Exod. 
12); the other eaten daily as the support 
of everyday life. But what was it that 
neither could give, in contrast with Christ 
(vv. 49-50)? (3) What was my motive for 
coming to Christ (vv. 26,37), and what is 
my motive for remaining? 


AUGUST 





WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1 

JOHN 6:41-71 (1) Notice how, as Christ 
went on pointing to Himself as the sole 
source of life and authority, unrest gradu- 
ally mounted (vv. 41, 52, 60, 66), and His 
popularity declined (cf. v. 15). Is this my 
own reaction to Christ’s increasing claims 
on a central place in my life? Or am I, 
like Peter, sure that—Christ being who He 
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is—I can find life in no other (v. 68)? 
(2) Can you answer the Jews’ question in 
v. 52? List the ways you know of “feed- 
ing on Christ.” 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 2 

JOHN 7:1-24 (1) Notice how conscious 
Christ was of the timing of everything in 
His life (v. 6); not only what He did, but 
also when He did it was subject to the 
will of the Father— never to pressure from 
others (cf. 2:4; 11:3-6). (2) With v. 7 
ef. 15:18-20. The change resulted and will 
always result from growing identification 
with Christ in His actions and purposes 
(see 15:15). What should our reaction to 
such a change be (cf. Phil. 3:10)? What 
purpose will it serve (Phil. 2:17-18)? (3) 
Summarize the argument of wv. 18-24. 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 3 

JOHN 7:25-36 (1) Notice the rather feeble 
excuse of the Jews (v. 27) for not receiv- 
ing Christ. Historically, were they right? 
See Mic. 5:2; Hos. 11:1; cf. Matt. 2:15. 
Spiritually, how untrue that they knew 
“whence He was”! (2) Notice Christ’s 
prediction to the Jews in v. 34, repeated 
in 8:21. What is missing, in contrast with 
His other statements in 13:36 and 14:3? 
What factors decide which of these state- 
ments applies to me? 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 4 

JoHN 7:37-52 (1) C. 7 describes events at 
the Feast of Tabernacles. At this feast, 
a great candelabrum was lighted and big 
vessels of water from the Pool of Bethesda 
were poured out in the Temple. Christ 


.makes this custom the basis of His mes- 


sage: He gives water (v. 37) and He is 
light (8:12). (2) Compare Christ’s refer- 
ence to living water in v. 38 with His pre- 
vious one in 4:14. What difference is 
there? Do I know both of these “water 
supplies” in my own experience, or have 


I a well but no rivers? 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 5 

JOHN 7:53-8:11 (1) This section is not in- 
cluded by many ancient authorities. What 
features of the section might help to con- 
vince a person of its authenticity? (2) It 
was a long time since the law on this point 
had been enforced, and the Pharisees were 
less anxious to enforce it than to test 
Jesus. Consider the difficulties raised by 
any other answer than the one He gave. 
(3) Did Christ ever condemn anyone (see 
v. 11)? What did He come for anyway 
(3:17)? 

MONDAY, AUGUST 6 

JOHN 8:12-30 (1) Meditate on the context 
of Christ’s great declaration in v. 12. What 
provoked it? (2) What does this section 
tell us about the relationship between 
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Christ and His Father? To what basic 
truth does Christ return in v. 23? Reread 
3:6, 12. (3) Notice again Christ’s message 
to the unbelieving Jews: “You will find 
out when it is too late” (cf. 2:19). And 
this is a message to all men who refuse to 
accept the evidence of the person of Christ. 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 7 

JOHN 8:31-59 (1) Can you again summar- 
ize Christ’s reasoning in this section? What 
was the basic point of disagreement? (2) 
In v. 33, what historical events were the 
Jews preferring to forget? See Exod. 1 
and II Chron. 36. (3) Christ promised to 
make men free (v. 36)—but from whom 
or what? Find a parallel in Paul’s letter 
to the Romans. (4) What description of 
man since he fell into sin can you find 
here (vv. 41a, 44)? (5) When did Abra- 
ham “see my day” (v. 56), and what did 
he see? 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8 

JOHN 9:1-12 (1) Once again we “behold 
His glory” in another sign. C. 9 gives an 
object lesson to emphasize Christ’s claim 
made in 8:12 and repeated in v. 5. (2) 
How long had the man been blind? What 
did he need? For a person who is spiritu- 
ally blind, what is needed for him to be 
able to see (see 3:3; Gal. 1:15-l6a)? Is 
it a question of improving his faculties or 
relieving his spiritual eyestrain? (3) What 
light do vv. 2-3 throw on the often dis- 
cussed relationship of suffering to sin? 
Notice what it is that most concerned 
Christ (v. 3). 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 9 

JOHN 9:13-41 (1) What is the real ques- 
tion under discussion in this long argument 
(see vv. 16, 24, 29, 33)? (2) Notice the 
contrast between the progression of the 
blind man’s thought and that of the Jews. 
He argues from results (vv. 17, 25, 31, 33, 
38), while the Jews are still blinded by 
prejudice (vv. 24, 29, 34). (3) What were 
the results of this man receiving his sight? 
What have been the results of my receiv- 
ing spiritual sight? Have I been trying to 
avoid the consequences? 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 10 

JOHN 10:1-21 (1) Do not miss the link 
between chapters 9 and 10. 9:34 shows 
what happens to those who believe on 
Christ; 10:1-16 show what He does with 
those who come to Him, driven out by the 
world. (2) In relation to this section read 
Jer. 23:1-6 and Ezek. 34:1-10. Note how 
Christ adopted the same critical attitude 
toward the religious leaders of His own 
day—the thieves, robbers, hirelings. (3) 
Christ said (v. 7) that He is the door. 
In how many ways could you answer the 


question “The door — from where into 
where?” (4) What do I learn here of 
Christ’s purposes in coming to earth? Am 
I contributing to their fulfillment? 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 11 

JOHN 10:22-42 (1) Christ criticized the 
Jews (vv. 32-38) for their dishonesty in 
that, with the evidence of His glorious 
deity before them, they chose to misinter- 
pret it (cf. Mark 3:22-27). (2) Vv. 34-36 
are often misconstrued by people, anxious 
to prove that “God is the Father of all 
men.” But of what argument are they a 
part? What use did Christ make of them? 
(3) Meditate on the full meaning of the 
phrase “My Father’s hand” in v. 29. 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 12 

JOHN 11:1-16 (1) Apart from Christ’s own 
death and resurrection, this chapter covers 
the supreme “sign’’ of the glory of God 
(v. 4), a glory that can bring life out of 
death. (2) Why did Christ let Lazarus die 
before He moved toward Bethany (cf. 
9:3)? Would so many (v. 45) have “be- 
held His glory” otherwise? Do I remem- 
ber, when unexplained events occur in my 
own life, that this may be the explanation? 
(3) Christ was concerned that God should 
be glorified; what were the disciples con- 
cerned about (vv. 8, 16)? 

MONDAY, AUGUST 13 

JOHN 11:17-46 (1) Read carefully wv. 21- 
27 and note how reluctant Martha was to 
credit Christ with power to do what He 
had all along claimed: to give eternal life 
in place of death. (2) Can you account 
for Christ’s different responses to Martha’s 
and Mary’s similar statements (vv. 21, 
32)? (3) Notice how, with His thoughts 
still on the revealing of God’s glory in its 
power (v. 40), Christ by His actions (v. 6) 
and His words (vv. 41-43) showed com- 
plete confidence that His Father would re- 
spond on this ground. Do I know this 
same confidence in my Lord? 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 14 

JOHN 11:47-12:11 (1) The argument of ex- 
pediency (11:50) is one that governs much 
of political and social action and too much 
of our own conduct. It sounds so reason- 
able, but it has a disreputable history. (2) 
With 12:7 cf. Matt. 26:13. The remark- 
able—and for Christ, the infinitely sad— 
thing about the event seems to have been 
that, of all His followers, only one had 
accepted without question His declarations 
regarding His death (contrast Mark 8:31- 
32; 9:31-34; 10:32-37). The open heart 
that takes God at His word will see most 
of His glory. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15 

JOHN 12:12-33 In chapters 12 and 13 no- 
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tice how, in every incident recorded, God’s 
glory is prominent; each reveals some as- 
pect of it. (1) In what way do wv. 12-16 
contrast with the previous incident in this 
respect? What attracted the crowd? Where 
was this crowd on the day of Jesus’ trial? 
(2) Christ had spoken often of the differ- 
ence between heavenly and earthly things 
(cf. 3:12) and here (vv. 24-25) we find 
the principle that governs all heavenly 
things—life out of death. Meditate in this 
connection on Rom. 6:4-5; II Cor. 4:10-12. 
Do I accept this for my own life? 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 16 

JOHN 12:34-50 (1) Merely to see the mir- 
acle evidence of Christ’s deity was evi- 
dently not enough (v. 37). What else was 
necessary to make men His followers? Re- 
member the earlier lessons of the Gospel 
on different ways of believing (cf. 4:48- 
53). See also wv. 42-43. (2) In wv. 44-50 
we have Christ’s final appeal to the nation 
that was so soon to crucify Him. In this 
last message, He seems to be trying to 
make the decision about Himself as simple 
as possible. What familiar points does He 
emphasize for the last time? 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 17 

JoHN 13:1-20 (1) Having said His final 
word to the crowd in 12:44-50 Christ now 
turned to the little group that He would 
leave behind, to prepare them by giving 
them (v. 15) an example and a charge. 
Of what was the example? What had He 
done to them (v. 12)? (2) Once again 
we are shown the character of God’s glory 
by this incident. What feature of it is 
prominent here? Note especially the rela- 
tion of vv. 3 and 4. (2) Meditate on Peter’s 
two wrong answers (vv. 8, 9). Do these 
attitudes ever characterize my relationships 
with my Lord? 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 18 

JOHN 13:21-38 (1) Christ pointed out the 
traitor by a method so gracious (v. 26) 
that the other disciples seem not to have 
identified him (vv. 28-29). (2) Meditate 
on the context of “Now” in v. 31. What 
supreme test had Christ just undergone? 
(3) In v. 36, Peter evidently interrupted 
Christ with a question, a question which 
ignored the great climax of the Lord’s 
message. What was this climax? Notice 
it is a command, not just a nice idea. What 
then is failure to fulfill it? For details of 
God’s standard of fulfillment, see I Cor. 
13. (4) Can you answer Peter’s questions 
in wy. 36-37? 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 19 

JOHN 14:1-15 (1) Begin today’s reading 
not at 14:1 but at 13:34. What do you 
notice about the context of 14:1-3? (2) 
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Amid predictions of His departure and 
their collapse, Christ speaks to His dis- 
ciples of the certainty of the many “abid- 
ing places” in His Father’s house; and this 
to men who (cf. v. 7 with 8:19), in spite 
of their privileged position, had learned so 
little about Him (vv. 8-9). (3) What four 
conditions for having our prayers answered 
do we find in v. 13 and 15:7? What do 
I understand by “in my name”? 
MONDAY, AUGUST 20 

JOHN 14:16-31 (1) How is Judas’ question 
of v. 22 answered by this section? See 
also 16:12-15. What is seen to be the con- 
dition on our part for fellowship with God 
(v. 23)? (2) When I claim the promise 
of v. 27, what sort of feeling do I expect 
to get? What is this “unearthly” peace? 
(3) To get the meaning of wv. 30-31 read 
them in the R.S.V. and notice the phrase 
“He has no power over me” (cf. Rom. 
6:12-14; 8:2-4). 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 21 

JOHN 15:1-17 (1) What are the marks of 
a person who is abiding in Christ as given 
here and in I John 2:10, 24; 3:24; 4:13- 
16? What, then, seem to be the conditions 
that insure our abiding in Him? See Phil. 
3:3 and II Cor. 3:5. (2) Read in Gal. 
5:22-23 a description of the “fruit.” Note 
that the fruit is first and foremost not 
activity but character. (3) In v. 15 the 
disciples were “promoted.” What extra 
grace have we received (I John 3:1-2)? 
Note the basis—knowing Him better. 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22 

JOHN 15:18-27 (1) In the light of Christ’s 
prediction in vv. 20-21, what should the 
Christian’s attitude be? Reread in Gal. 
5:22-23 the kind of fruit that will cause 
the persecutors to “behold His glory.” (2) 
In 5:33-39 Christ told of the four kinds of 
witness on which He based His claims. 
What do we learn from wv. 26-27 of the 
two kinds of witness that He left behind 
Him, and how are they related? 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 23 

JOHN 16:1-15 (1) With today’s section, 
read again 15:18-20. Read too the begin- 
nings of this clash in Gen. 3:15 and Paul’s 
comment in Rom. 8:7. Note the ground of 
the world’s enmity —see 15:25 and also 
8:46; 10:32; 15:24. (2) In v. 7, note 
“IT will send Him unto you.” If the Spirit 
is to reprove (convict) the world (vv. 
8-11), how then is He to do it? (3) Note 
the three elements necessary to a balanced 
presentation of the position of the unsaved. 
Let us beware of trying to “sell’’ the gospel. 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 24 

JOHN 16:16-33 (1) Christ overcame the 
world (v. 33). How? (2) Now He calls 


on us to overcome it in His strength. See 
the messages to the churches in Rev. 2 and 
3: “To him that overcometh.” What does 
this mean we are to do? See I John 4:4; 
5:4; Rev. 12:11. (3) What exactly is the 
“world” as Christ used the word? See 
Eph. 2:2-3; Col. 2:8-9; I John 2:16. No- 
tice it includes, not only definite evil, or 
certain types of questionable amusements 
but also the whole sphere of man’s thought 
about God (I Cor. 1:20-21) as opposed to 
God’s revelation of Himself (I Cor. 2:2; 
Phil. 3:4-10). 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 25 


JOHN 17:1-13 You will find it just as well . 


to read the whole of this chapter both to- 
day and tomorrow. (1) What requests did 
Christ make for Himself (vv. 1-5)? Note 
the recurrence of a familiar theme. What 
for His disciples? List these requests. (2) 
Was this prayer of Christ’s for His own 
answered? Where would you look for the 
answer? Does my own life reveal the an- 
swers? Note also how Paul in Ephesians 
states as facts so many of the things Christ 
prayed for. 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 26 
JOHN 17:14-26 (1) Note in v. 22 the cul- 


mination of the thought we have followed 
from 1:14 about the revelation of God’s 
glory. Christ was going away; how would 
people “behold His glory” in the future? 
What would this involve in practice (see 
13:34)? (2) See the force of v. 19 (cf. 
I Thess. 4:3). Do I, by a sanctified (con- 
secrated) life fulfill my Lord’s wish and 
purpose for me—or do I treat consecration 
as optional? See I John 2:6; Rom. 14:9. 
(3) What arrangement for gathering in 
“His own” does Christ assume here (v. 
20)? On whom is He counting? 
MONDAY, AUGUST 27 

JOHN 18:1-14 From this point on in John’s 
narrative, little comment is called for; 
spend time rather in quietly thinking over 
the amazing detail of the story, and be 
reminded that this is the Son of God, 
whose task to the end was to reveal God 
in His glory. Notice this in two different 
ways in wv. 6, 11. (1) What exactly was 
“the cup” (v. 11) which Jesus was to 
drink (cf. Mark 14:36)? (2) Who, accord- 
ing to Christ (v. 11), had brought about 
His death? Who took the initiative (II 
Cor. 5:19; Col. 1:20)? 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 28 

JOHN 18:15-27 (1) The interrogation of 
Jesus (vv. 19-23) marked the culmination 
of His long dispute with the Jewish lead- 
ers. What had been the basic issue all 
through (see 5:18; 8:25; 9:16)? (2) 
With vv. 15-27 read 13:36-38. The section 
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provides a sharp contrast between Jesus 
(vv. 20-21) who was willing calmly to 
stand by what He had said, and Peter, 
who was not. What was the cause of 
Peter’s trouble? Do I notice anything sim- 
ilar in my own attitude when challenged 
as to my faith? 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 29 

JOHN 18:28-40 (1) The Jewish courts 
could not put a man to death; only the 
Roman governor could impose the death 
sentence. (2) Note the Jews’ scruples 
about the niceties of the laws (v. 28) but 
not about putting to death an innocent 
man (see Matt. 23:23). (3) If Christ is 
a king (v. 37), where and what is His 
kingdom? Who are His subjects (v. 37)? 
Where will His kingdom ultimately extend 
(see Phil. 2:10; I Cor. 15:25)? (4) What 
answer can you suggest to Pilate’s ques- 
tion “What is truth?”? 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 30 

JOHN 19:1-16 (1) Make a note of the 
various stages of Christ’s trial, and notice 
particularly the arguments put forward by 
the Jews to Pilate (see also 11:47-50). 
How reasonable they all sound! But note 
how Pilate, starting well, was disconcerted 
and shown up for the weak man he was by 
Christ’s consistent, open attitude. (2) With 
wy. 10-11, cf. Luke 22:53. But the prince 
of this world, even in “his hour” when his 
power was greatest, could not defeat Christ 
or obscure His glory (cf. 14:30, R.V.; see 
Col. 2:15 and II Cor. 2:14). 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 31 

JOHN 19:17-30 (1) We shall never know 
what passed through our Lord’s mind while 
He hung on the cross, but we can perhaps 
gain an impression from Ps. 22. Undoubt- 
edly it was to the declaration of 22:3, re- 
garding the unchanging character of God, 
that He would cling all through His earthly 
trials. Do I make this assumption basic to 
my own thought? (2) Christ on the cross 
was not only. lovingly thinking of His 
mother (vv. 25-27), but was also estab- 
lishing an altogether new family relation- 
ship—in the “household of God” (Eph. 
2:19; cf. Mark 3:31-35). 





SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 

JOHN 19:31-42 (1) The trial of Jesus, 
unique in its illegality, was like no other 
trial in Jewish history. Yet point by point 
His trial and death followed the detailed 
predictions of Scripture (vv. 24, 28, 36, 
37), even in those particulars over which 
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His opponents had the most control (e.g., 
vv. 33, 36). (2) Trace the story of Nico- 
demus as John gives it (c. 3; 7:45-53; 
19:39). How would you characterize Nico- 
demus? And Joseph of Arimathea? 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 

JOHN 20:1-18 (1) So much was to become 
clear in the light of the Resurrection (v. 
9; cf. 2:22; 12-16; etc.). Consider par- 
ticularly how the great “signs” of this 
Gospel take on a new spiritual meaning— 
wine from water, bread for all, life from 
death. No wonder Paul thought the resur- 
rection important (I Cor. 15:14)! (2) 
Read carefully v. 17. What is implied? 
Had Christ ever conceded a relationship 
with men before (see Mark 3:31-35)? 
What had brought about this change 
(1:12; cf. 15:15)? 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 

JOHN 20:19-31 (1) What was the first gift 
of the risen Christ to His “brethren” (vv. 
19, 21, 26)? (2) What conditions for be- 
lief was Thomas demanding? What verse 
summarizes the attitude that must be 
adopted by anyone wanting to follow Christ 
today? What kinds of evidence had been 
mentioned by Christ (see 17:20; read also 
Heb. 10:38-11:1)? (3) With v. 21 cf. 
17:18. What did Christ mean? Why was 
He sent? What task does this set me? 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 

JOHN 21:1-14 C. 21 forms an epilogue to 
the Gospel. It tells how the lives of those 
who had been with Christ had been 
changed forever by the contact—now the 
fishermen couldn’t even catch fish without 
Him! Christ had everything needed for 
the meal (v. 9), yet let the disciples go 
on fishing. So the victorious Christ has 
entered His glory (Phil. 2:9-10) but still 
leaves His servants to gain the victory in 
the world through His name (Phil. 
2:12-16). 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 

JOHN 21:15-25 (1) Notice that Christ’s 
last emphasis reduced everything to a per- 
sonal question, addressed not to “Peter” 
but to “Simon,” who had promised so much 
(13:37) and done so little (18:17-27). 
His commands are for the individual; it is 
individual obedience He is after (vv. 
20-23). (2) To what personal issues does 
Christ finally bring His servant? What is 
the only acceptable motive for service (II 
Cor. 5:14) ? 

Have I beheld His glory? “Lovest thou 
me? ... Feed my sheep .. . Follow me.” 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 
I JOHN 1 This epistle, by the writer of 
the Gospel, shows many similarities to the 
longer work, including an_ introduction 


(vv. 1-2) that resembles John 1:1-14, and 
a general occupation with the same great 
themes of light, life, and love. (1) What 
factors are seen here as promoting fellow- 
ship among believers, and what will pre- 
vent it? (2) What view does the writer 
take of the character of man? (3) What 
do you understand by the expression “walk 
in the light” (cf. Gal. 5:16)? What can 
I do in practice to insure that I do so 
walk? 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 

I JOHN 2:1-17 (1) In reading this epistle 
you will want to keep a list headed “Things 
I Can Know.” Here in v. 3 is the first; 
the epistle is full of them. List them and 
see on what points the writer wanted to 
reassure those to whom he wrote. Do I 
need reassurance on these same points? 
(2) The writer begins at once to list “the 
marks of a Christian” (v. 3). What is 
the first mark he mentions (see John 
14:15)? What great command had the 
writer himself received direct from the 
Lord (John 13:34)? (3) What proper 
and improper objects of love does he men- 
tion in this section? 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 

1 JOHN 2:18-29 (1) John here warns of 
false teachers—antichrists. How are they 
to be recognized (cf. 4:3; II John 7)? 
By contrast, what will be the belief of a 
true follower of Christ? What two further 
marks of a Christian are seen in this sec- 
tion? (2) Apart from looking for the 
“marks,” in what way are the “children” 
equipped te distinguish good from evil 
(vv. 20, 27)? Note that this is basic 
equipment, not something special (cf. Rom. 
8:16). Do I carefully and prayerfully make 
use of this gracious provision? 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 

1 JOHN 3:1-12 (1) Calling attention to the 
believer’s privileged relationship to God 
(cf. John 1:12; 15:15), John foresees a 
process of growth into the family likeness 
in perfection (cf. Eph. 4:14-15; II Cor. 
3:18). What is your part in this process 
(v. 3; cf. Rom. 12:1-2)? (2) Of a num- 
ber of views on v. 9, the most general 
seems to be that the word “commit” means 
“make a habit of committing.” What pro- 
vision has God made to make this verse 
true of every Christian? 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 

I JOHN 3:13-24 (1) What reason is sug- 
gested here for the unhappily large num- 


ber of “dead” Christians that we see 
around us? What brings on _ spiritual 
death? (2) What does John see as the 


characteristics of true love? (3) Notice 
the comfort of v. 20 and the challenge of 
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v. 21. Do I have this clear understanding 
with God — that He does not harbor 
grudges, that He tells me if I am wrong 
(cf. Isa. 30:21, and notice especially when 
this happens), and that I go on in humble 
confidence until He does so, rather than 
waiting and wondering? 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 

I JOHN 4 (1) In distinguishing between 
true teaching and false, what is the touch- 
stone? Note that v. 4 points to the fact 
that this is not just a doctrinal argument 
but a matter of two different sorts of life. 
(2) Read carefully vv. 7-8. The love 
spoken of here emanates from God—it is 
basic to the divine character. It must 
therefore be different from natural love. 
How do we acquire it (see v. 19; II Cor. 
3:18; Rom. 5:5)? 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 

I JOHN 5:1-12 (1) Note how, throughout 
this section, the writer equates loving God 
with trusting Him (v. 4) and obeying Him 
(v. 3). Does my life show this same auto- 
matic connection? Can I really trust God 
without obeying Him, or love Him without 
trusting Him? (2) In view of v. 12, what 
is the relevant question to ask regarding 
anyone’s spiritual condition (see John 
1:12)? 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 

I JOHN 5:13-21 (1) What reasons has 
John given for writing this letter (1:4; 
2:1; v. 13)? How successful has he been 
in my case? (2) With wv. 14-15 cf. John 
11:41-42 for an example of this “confi- 
dence” in action. Is there any reason why 
it should not be as possible for us as it 
was for Christ? On what is this confidence 
based? (3) In what way does the exhorta- 
tion of v. 21 relate to the main arguments 
of the letter? 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 

PSALM 107 (1) The whole psalm is a com- 
mentary on the goodness and mercy of God 
{v. 1). Note how often this song has been 
sung in the history of Israel. Cf. II Chron. 
5:13; 7:3; Ezra 3:11; Jer. 33:11. “Is not 
this the O.T. version of ‘God is love’ 
(I John 4:8, 16)?” (Bonar). (2) What 
similes for deliverance are found in the 
psalm? Note the reiterated invitation to 
praise the Lord (vv. 8, 15, 21, 31). What 
reasons are given for praise? What spe- 
cial thing do I have to praise the Lord for 
today? (3) With wv. 14-19, cf. particularly 
Acts 5:19-25; 12:4-11. “My chains fell 
off, my heart was free, I rose, went forth, 
and followed Thee.” 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 

PsaALM 108 (1) The psalm begins with 
praise (vv. 1-5) and follows with prayer 


(vv. 6-12). Note that the latter derives 
strength of faith and holy boldness from 
the former. (2) The dominant note in the 
psalm is the fact that “God hath spoken” 
(v. 7). What is the relation of this thought 
to the rest of the psalm? How does God 
speak? Cf. Heb. 1:1-2. Does the psalm 
give indication that history is “His story”? 
(3) “Vain is the help of man” (v. 12). 
Do I depend upon people more than upon 
God? Claim the promise of v. 13 for today! 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 

PsALM 109 (1) This psalm has long been 
known as the Iscariot Psalm, because of 
Peter’s quotation of v. 8 referring to Judas 
(see Acts 1:20). The imprecations of this 
psalm have puzzled many devout readers. 
(2) Vv. 6-19 are thought by some to con- 
tain the psalmist’s quotation of what His 
enemies say about Him. A Jewish trans- 
lation of v. 5 reads: “They repay me evil 
for good, and hatred for my love (say- 
ing).” See also v. 20 which would bear 
this out. Christ may well have spoken 
these words in the garden of Gethsemane. 
See particularly wv. 2-5 and 21-31. (3) 
Nothing is harder to bear than accusations 
that are untrue. What should be the be- 
liever’s attitude when unjustly accused 
(vv. 3, 4, 28)? See Matt. 5:11-12. 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 

psaLM 110 The psalm is clearly Messianic 
and is frequently quoted in the N.T. Our 
Lord used it to confound the Pharisees 
(Matt. 22:41-45). V. 4 is the central verse 
and thought of the psalm; the rest is 
either introductory or supplementary. Heb. 
7 is a divine commentary on it. (1) The 
poor and needy man of Ps. 109:22 is here 
exalted to God’s right hand. “A seat at 
the right hand of a king is a place of 
honor, implying a participation in his 
power.” Cf. Matt. 19:28; Acts 7:55-56; 
Rom. 8:34. If you have a concordance, 
trace the expression “the right hand of 
God.” (2) See the R.V. on v. 3—“Thy 
people offer themselves willingly.” See 
Rom. 12:1-2. Have I presented myself as 
a living sacrifice today? (3) What two 
statements are made by Jehovah concern- 
ing Messiah? How are these to be ful- 
filled? 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 

PSALM 111 The psalm sings about the 
work (vv. 2-7a) and the words (vv. 7b-10) 
of Jehovah. It is an acrostic. After the 
opening “Hallelujah,” each clause begins 
with a different letter of the Hebrew al- 
phabet. (1) What attributes of God do 
you find in the psalm? What do these 
mean to you today? (2) With wv. 7b-10 
ef. II Tim. 3:15-17. What is the character 





of the Word and what does it accomplish? 
(3) Note that in v. 10 the “fear of the 
Lord” is explained as “doing His com- 
mandments.” Cf. John 15:10-14; John 14: 
15 (R.V.). With v. 10 also see I Cor. 1: 
19-20; 2:6. The wisdom of this world is 
contrasted to divine wisdom. There is a 
danger that students may forget this. 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 

PSALM 112 (1) The psalm follows the ac- 
rostic pattern of the preceding one, with 
which it is closely related. Actually it is 
an expansion of the last verse of the pre- 
ceding psalm. (2) Note how words that in 
the preceding psalm describe Jehovah, are 
here used to describe the blessed condition 
of the man who fears Jehovah. Cf. particu- 
larly the last clause of v. 3 in each psalm. 
“A man becomes like his God.” What 
other attributes ascribed to God in the 
previous psalm are here applied to those 
who worship Him? (3) What are the 
characteristics of a man who fears the 
Lord? What blessings crown His life? 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 

PSALMS 113 AND 114 These are the first 
two of the six Hallel Psalms that Israel 
sang at the Passover feast. They are par- 
ticularly precious to us, then, as they were 
sung by our Lord on the night of His be- 
trayal. (1) Who are invited to praise the 
Lord, when are they to praise Him, and 
where? (2) Consider 113:7-8 as a gospel 
sermon. How does it apply to me? It re- 
minds us of Hannah’s song in I Sam. 2:5-8. 
(3) Psalm 114 is the psalm of the exodus, 
sung in praise of the One who has re- 
deemed and will again redeem His Israel. 
If nature trembled at the manifestation of 
the power of Jehovah during the exodus. 
how much more at “the presence” when 
the Lord returns to the earth in glory! 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 

psaALM 115 (1) The psalmist is primarily 
interested in the vindication of his God. 
How often we put the welfare of men 
above the glory of God! (2) The contrast 
between the idols of the heathen and the 
God of Israel (vv. 4-8) is an expansion of 
Deut. 4:28. See also Isa. 44:9-20. (3) 
The missionary, Adoniram Judson, was led 
to surrender his life to the Lord by the 
first verse of this psalm, “Not unto us.” 
It refers to the undeserving character of 
those who receive God’s grace. (4) The 
thought of v. 17 is that only living men 
can witness on earth to God’s love, holi- 
ness and power. The past year has seen 
many of God’s choice servants called 
Home. Who is to take their place on earth 
as a witness for Him? 
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 

PSALMS 116 AND 117 (1) Psalm 116 is one 
of the most beloved of the psalms, express- 
ing the believer’s experience with his Lord. 
Can I truly say, “I love the Lord”? Cf. 
I John 4:19. (2) The psalm divides into 
two sections: Thanksgiving for the past 
(vv. 1-10), and vows for the future (11- 
19). It is a psalm of resurrection (vv. 
8-9), and is intensely personal. I, me, my, 
occur in every verse but two. (3) Note 
in v. 11, “In my haste.” “It is this hasty 
speaking which lies at the root of so much 
misery to ourselves and others” (Meyer). 
(4) Psalm 117 is the shortest of psalms, 
and is quoted by Paul in Rom. 15:11 as 
proof from the O.T. that the Gentiles are 
to glorify God for His mercy. Note the 
three calls to praise in this short psalm. 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 

pPsALM 118 (1) Read the entire psalm, 
keeping in mind that these were the words 
which the Lord Jesus sang just before He 
left the upper room on His way to the 
cross (Matt. 26:30). Note particularly wv. 
11, 14, 17, 18. Bonar gives the psalm this 
title: “The Redeemer’s conflict, triumph, 
and glorification, shared in by His Re- 
deemed.” (2) In Mark 12:10-11, our Lord 
applied the words of vv. 22-23 to Himself. 
See also I Pet. 2:7-8; Acts 4:11. There 
is a story that in the building of the tem- 
ple a very large stone was put to one side 
because it did not seem to fit anywhere. 
Afterward it was found that it was to oc- 
cupy a most prominent place in the com- 
pleted structure. “If our dearest friend 
were a rich and mighty prince, how secure 
we should be! Are we less so when we 
entrust all our concerns to God?” 
(Meyer). See wv. 8-9. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 

PSALMS 120 anp 121 We begin here a 
series of Pilgrim psalms (through Psalm 
134) which are called “Songs of Degrees,” 
lit. “Songs of the Ascent.” They were prob- 
ably sung by the pilgrim caravans in their 
annual journeys to Jerusalem to present 
themselves before the Lord. Cf. Isa. 30:29; 
Luke 2:41. (1) Psalm 120 is known as the 
Song of the Start. What does it tell us 
of the surroundings of those who were 
about to begin the journey? Does living in 
ungodly surroundings create in your heart a 
desire for fellowship with God? (2) “De- 
liver... from lying lips” (120:2). “Slander 
is a vile sin though even Christian people 
are not as watchful as they should be (James 
3)” (Meyer). (3) Psalm 121 was prob- 
ably designed to be sung when the pil- 
grims sighted the mountains round about 
Jerusalem. The last clause of v. 1 is really 


a question. (4) “Thy going out” (v. 8) 
is for service, the “coming in” is for rest 
and refreshment. Cf. John 10:9b. The key 
thought in the psalm is the keeping power 
of God (cf. II Tim. 1:12). Note the words 
“keep” and “preserve.” 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 

PSALM 122 The pilgrim band is now ap- 
proaching the gates of the city, and pre- 
paring to enter in solemn procession. (1) 
The house of the Lord (vv. 1, 9) was the 
place of the manifest presence of God. The 
city was precious because the house of the 
Lord was there. Is there a real longing in 
my heart for that fellowship with God? 
I John 1:3-7. (2) “The peace of Jerusa- 
lem” (vv. 6-7) is closely associated with 
the coming of the Lord. Note the three- 
fold prayer for peace. In John 20:17, 21 
Christ anticipated the day here predicted. 
(3) See R.V. on v. 2: “Our feet are stand- 
ing within thy gates, O Jerusalem.” What 
a difference one step makes. One moment 
outside, the next inside. Have you taken 
that step? 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 

PSALMS 123 AND 124 The singer is now 
within the city and the temple. (1) Psalm 
123 divides into three parts—I look, I 
wait, I pray (Cumming). Find these three 
attitudes in the psalm. ‘“Faith’s hardest 
work is sometimes its waiting.’ (2) The 
expectant faith of the servant (v. 2) should 
be imitated by us. See I John 3:22. What 
reasons can you give for a servant looking 
to his master? What can he expect from 
his master? (3) Psalm 124 gives a testi- 
mony to sudden deliverance from a great 
danger on the journey. Note the two if’s 
in vv. 1-2. If we are on the Lord’s side, 
He is on our side, so why should we fear? 
V. 3 is probably a reference to Korah 
(Num. 16:32-33). Quick is the Old Eng- 
lish word for alive. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 

PSALMS 125 anp 126 (1) Faithfulness in 
trial shines through Psalm 125. It is sung 
in the presence of enemies (v. 2, cf. Ps. 
23:5). Two thoughts strengthen the singer, 
the faithfulness of Jehovah and the short- 
lived prosperity of his foes. (2) “As the 
mountains made Jerusalem well-nigh in- 
accessible and impregnable, so God _ is 
round about us, warding off the attacks of 
our foes. They cannot get at us except 
through Him” (Meyer). (3) In Psalm 
126 the former captives have returned, and 
their rejoicing is mingled with prayers for 
their brethren still in captivity. Be sure to 
claim the promise of wv. 5-6 today. It all 
hinges on the word doubtless, which is 


God’s guarantee. Cf. Isa. 55:10-11. 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 

PSALMS 127 AND 128 (1) Quite possibly this 
psalm (127) was suggested to Solomon by 
the building of the temple. In all our 
undertakings we are dependent upon God. 
It is the central psalm of the series—pre- 
ceded and followed by seven Psalms of 
Ascents. The theme is the sufficiency of 
God and the insufficiency of man. Men 
toil early and late for that which God 
gives to His Beloved in sleep (R.V. mar- 
gin). (2) Family life (vv. 3-5) is a gift 
of the Lord, and due to His tender care. 
Have we thanked Him for this? (3) What 
are the marks of the true servant of God 
(128:1-4) ? Note: the word blessed in v. 1 
means happy, in v. 4 it means prosperous. 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 


PSALM 129 The Singer looks back upon 
the many sufferings that Israel had passed 
through but from which the Lord had de- 
livered them (vv. 1-4) and this gives him 
confidence that God will certainly punish 
the evildoers with the reward of their 
deeds (vv. 5-8). (1) “Yet they have not 
prevailed against me” (v. 2). Faith hangs 
onto that yet. Can you think of difficulties 
through which you have passed, yet God 
has brought you safely through? Cf. II 
Cor. 1:10. He hath delivered us . . . he 
doth deliver . . . he will yet deliver. (2) 
V. 3 gives us a vivid picture of punishment 
by scourging, comparing it to a plower 
making furrows in a field. Remember that 
the Apostle Paul suffered this indignity, 
as did our blessed Lord (Matt. 27:26). 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 

PSALMS 130 anv 131 (1) Luther called 
Psalm 130 one of the Pauline psalms be- 
cause it taught the forgiveness of sins 
without the law and without works. The 
name of the Lord is used eight times in 
the eight verses. The first four verses are 
a cry for forgiveness of sin, the last four 
are a cry for deliverance from the misery 
of sin. V. 3 reminds us of Rom. 3:23. 
(2) In Psalm 131 we deal with the grace 
of humility. God hates pride. It is the sin 
which caused the fall of Satan (I Tim. 
3:6). Our great example of humility is the 
Lord Jesus Himself. See Phil. 2:5-8; also 
Matt. 11:28-29. The cure for pride and 
anxiety is to be always hoping in the Lord 
(v. 3). 


The writers of this four-month portion of 
“This Morning With God’ are as follows: 
Yvonne K. Woods, June 1-24; Paul Beck- 
with, June 25-29 and September 14-30; 
Helen Thomas, June 30-July 16; John Pat. 
erson, July 17-September 13. 








Editorial 


Karth and High Heaven 


A PARADOX in the Christian’s earthly experience is that, while it is gloriously 
true that he is a new man in Christ having been made a partaker of the divine 
nature—yet he is not rid of his sinful self. As a Christian he is a saint, 
though he does not cease to be a sinner. He discovers that he now delights 
in the law of God in his inmost self—yet there remains within a law which 
would make him captive to sin. Christ now dwells in his heart by faith— 
yet the devil, more than ever his enemy, is near to tempt him, and his flesh 
would ever draw him away from the things of the Spirit. The Christian is 
one who is crucified to Christ and who has died to sin—yet he continues to 
have a nature that can respond to temptation and continues to fall short 
of the glory of God. 

Now God does not intend that the Christian shall fall into sin, for He has 
provided a way to escape its power—a path of victory. The Christian need 
not and should not remain a slave to sin. Yet he continues to be tempted. 
And the Bible does not- promise escape from temptation itself. It does prom- 
ise victory in temptation. But the price of victory is constant vigilance— 
a moment-by-moment attitude of surrender to Christ coupled with an inde- 
fatigable resistance to sin and Satan. There is tension between the new life 
and the old. There is a spiritual struggle which never ends. Even in the 
high moment of victory over sin, the Christian remains a sinner standing 


(Continued on page 27, column 2) 








